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Dummerston 
considers 
changes to 
Town Meetin 


Board seeks citizen reaction to the 
possibility of using an Australian 
ballot, which would suppress 

the spread of coronavirus but 
eliminate the usual in-person 
procedures for amendments 


By Randolph T. Holhut 


The Commons 


DUMMERSTON—Town 
Meeting Day may be three 
months away, but one town is 
already considering scrapping 
an in-person meeting in favor 
of voting on the Annual Town 
Meeting warning articles by 
Australian ballot. 

The Selectboard says it is 
weighing this option, rather than 
holding the traditional Town 
Meeting at the Dummerston 
School gymnasium. 

The question is on the agenda 
for the Wednesday, Dec. 2 board 
meeting, which begins at 6 p.m. 
on Zoom. Access to the meet- 
ing is available by phone or links 
on the meeting agenda at bit. 
ly/590-dummerston-Selectboard. 

“The state Legislature has 
given towns permission to do this 
due to the risks of public meet- 
ings during the pandemic,” the 
board wrote in a news release 
on Nov. 30. 

Four members who dis- 
cussed the issue at the Nov. 
18 board meeting — Terry 
Chapman, Maria Glabach, 
David Baxendale, and Zeke 
Goodband — were strongly in 
favor of the Australian ballot op- 
tion after a brief discussion. 

Glabach pointed out that 
amid all the uncertainties of 
COVID-19 at present, the 
Australian ballot option offered 
some certainty that Annual 
Town Meeting could take place. 

“We know this can happen,” 
she said. 

According to the board’s news 
release, “We can change this de- 
cision up until later in January 
but, for now, it seems prudent 
to make plans for minimizing the 
risks to the voters of the town.” 

The Selectboard said vot- 
ing via Australian ballot will 
mean several changes in the way 
that warrant articles would be 
considered. 

The law that temporarily em- 
powers Selectboards to let Town 
Meeting articles be decided by 
pre-printed ballot also requires 
that informational meetings be 
held prior to the vote. 

But because the articles can’t 
be amended, such meetings will 
be too late for voters to actually 
propose any changes. 

“Because we won’t be able to 
debate articles and amend them, 
we need to have your thoughts 
and concerns before we finalize 
the budgets and articles in late 
January,” the Selectboard said. 
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“With an Australian ballot, 
the articles will be listed and you 
will mark yes or no for each one. 
This replaces the yes or no votes 
from the floor that we usually do 
at town meeting, and all the arti- 
cles that we normally vote on will 
be listed on the ballot.” 

If a budget is voted down, the 
board will need to revise it and 
present it to voters for another 
vote within a certain window 
of time. 

With an Australian ballot, the 
town will need to hold an infor- 
mational meeting in February, 
before Town Meeting Day. 
That would be conducted on- 
line and recorded by Brattleboro 
Community Television. 

The board said that in this 
proposed scenario, this meeting 
“will be the opportunity for the 
public to ask questions and go 
through the warning just as we 
do at a regular Town Meeting. 
The important difference is we 
can’t amend articles at that point; 
the time to make proposals or in- 
fluence line items is between now 
and mid-January.” 

Work on the fiscal year 2021 
town budgets began in October, 
and the board said that “we don’t 
anticipate any big changes from 
what was approved at our last 
Town Meeting.” 

“We are taking a cautious ap- 
proach; our goal in most cases 
is to level-fund,” they said. “If 
you were OK with the budgets 
and articles from the last Town 
Meeting, you will probably be 
okay with what we put together 
this time.” 

Should the Selectboard go in 
this direction, the board said that 
“now through mid-January is the 
time to let us know your thoughts 
and influence what will be pre- 
sented to voters in March.” 

The board may be reached 
at Selectboard@dummerston.org. 


Roger Allbee 


of Townshend 
was honored 

by the Vermont 
Council on Rural 
Development 
with a lifetime 
achievement 
award for his 
work on dairy, 
agriculture, 

and land-use 
conservation 

in Vermont — 
and a relentless 
drive to serve his 


communities 
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There isn’t much that Roger Allbee hasn’t done in nearly five decades of 


public service. 


ART and SOUL 


isin AGRICULTURE’ 


By Joyce Marcel 


Vermont Business Magazine 


OWNSHEND— 


Not many people in 

Vermont have accom- 

plished so much yet 
have been publicly recognized 
so little as Roger Allbee. His 
life has been defined by being 
the quiet insider — not seeking 
glory but working hard to pre- 
serve the agricultural heritage 
of his beloved state. 


For being such a deep part of 


Vermont history, in September, 
Allbee received the Vermont 
Lifetime Leadership Award 
from the Vermont Council on 
Rural Development. 

The Townshend resident 


has worked as a cranberry 


exporter, as an agricultural 
banker, as a congressional 
staffer in Washington, D.C., 
as secretary of the Vermont 
Agency of Agriculture, Food, 
and Markets, and as CEO of 
Grace Cottage Family Health 
and Hospital in Townshend. 
And that’s just for starters. 

The Lifetime Leadership 
Award is reserved for 
Vermonters who have not only 
done something incredible for 
Vermont, but who have done it 
for their entire lives. 

“Roger understands 
Vermont in a way that very 
few people do,” said Ted Brady, 
deputy secretary of the Agency 
of Commerce and Community 
Development. “He understands 
the significance of Vermont’s 


working land. He understands 
the tapestry of Vermont, from 
the families that have lived here 
for generations to the fami- 
lies that have moved here this 
year. That understanding al- 
lows him to implement policy 
that is in the best interest of 
Vermonters.” 

The current secretary of ag- 
riculture, food and markets, 
Anson Tebbetts, who once 
worked for Allbee, described 
his former boss as “kind” and 
“calm” and says “his heart and 
soul are in agriculture.” 

“We are lucky he is willing 
to keep contributing when he 
could be putting his feet up by 
the fire,” Tebbetts said. 

U.S. Sen. Patrick Leahy, 
D-Vt., with whom Allbee has 


worked closely on agricultural 
issues for decades, praised his 
“intellect and ingenuity, his 
deep respect for differences of 
opinion, and his willingness to 
listen all have lent pragmatic, 
respectful leadership to our na- 
tion and our state.” 

The award, Leahy said, hon- 
ors “the incredible work Allbee 
has done — and the work that 
he will continue to do.” 


On the land 
Allbee, 75, and his wife, Ann, 
who have been married for 51 
years, built their own home on 
land that has been in his family 
for a multitude of generations. 
This was the land his ances- 
tors had farmed, the land he 
B SEE ALLBEE, A2 


Two recent COVID-19 deaths in county 


‘The state recorded 11 deaths from 
coronavirus complications in November. 
Meanwhile, public health officials brace 
for an even steeper rise in cases as colder 
weather drives public indoors and a 
fatigued public lets down its guard. 


By Randolph T. Holhut 


The Commons 


BRATTLEBORO—On Nov. 
27, Vermont crossed a grim 
threshold — its 4,000th con- 
firmed case of COVID-19. 

While the state still can boast 
about its low number of cases, 
its low test-positivity rate, and its 
low numbers of deaths and hos- 
pitalizations, November marked 
a turning point for Vermont in 
the pandemic. 

According to data from the 
state Department of Health, 
more than 45 percent of the 
4,172 cases of COVID-19 


SILVER & GOLD 
INVESTOR 


FREE written appraisals 
coin & paper collections 
no obligations 
member ANA, NGC 
VT state director for NENA 


Call Jim (802) 380-2319 





recorded as of Nov. 30 came in 
November alone. Nationwide, 
the United States now reports 
more than 13 million cases, with 
more than 265,000 deaths. 

After going from July 28 to 
Nov. 4 without a COVID-19 
death, Vermont has recorded 
14 deaths — including two in 
Windham County — since Nov. 
S. 

One of those deaths oc- 
curred in Brattleboro Memorial 
Hospital, the first to occur there 
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CHELSEA ROYAL 
DINER 
Cajun Skillet Breakfast, 
Steak & Eggs, 
Fish & Chips, Reubens, 
Cubans, & Clubs! 


802-254-8399 


JEFF SORTERTaE SOuNONE 

“We are deeply saddened that New signage on Interstate 91 at the Massachusetts border reminds travelers leaving 

amember of ourcommunityhas the state of Vermont travel restrictions. The same message greets northbound 
HSEE COVID-19,A44_ motorists entering the state. 


since the start of the pandemic. 


HOLIDAY BAZAAR 
OPEN AIR 
Sat, Dec. 5, 10-4 
Our famous wreaths, 
ornaments and hand 
made gifts. 

Shop from home now 
ascvt@org/special 
All Souls Church 
W. Brat. 29 South St. 


Walker Farm's 
Elysian Hills 
Cut-your-own, precut, and 
Living Christmas Trees! 
Beautiful Wreaths, too. 
Saturday-Sunday 10-4, 
Monday-Friday 12-4 
802-254-2051 
Elysianhillstreefarm.com 


We can mail your 
GIFT CERTIFICATES 


THE MARINA 
Call 802-451-0392 
Open Wed. - Sun. 

11:30am - 8pm 


FOR SALE 
BY OWNER 


MEETINGHOUSE LANE 
2.45 Acre Lot - $95,000 


800.627.2484 
rjandco@yahoo.com 


HOLLY DAYS 
SALE 


This Fri, Sat, and Sun. 


THE SHOE TREE 
Main St. Brattleboro 


Galleryinthewoods.com 


NEW 
ONLINE STORE 
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The 
Commona 
A publication of 
Vermont Independent Media 





139 Main St. (Hooker-Dunham Bldg.) 
#601A — Newsroom 


#604 — Business and Advertising 
OFFICE ACTIVITY LIMITED 
DUE TO PANDEMIC 


P.O. Box 1212, Brattleboro, VT 05302 
888-511-5150 « fax 802-246-1319 
www.commonsnews.org 
Office hours by appointment 
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VIM?S MISSION 
Recognizing that a vigorous ex- 
change of ideas and information 
allows democracy to function and 
is the lifeblood of a community, 
Vermont Independent Media: 
«creates a forum for community 
participation, 
¢ promotes local independent 
journalism, 
¢ fosters civic engagement by 
building media skills 
through publication of The 
Commons and commonsnews.org, 
and through the Media Mentoring 
Project. 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Barry Aleshnick, Lynn Barrett, 
Michael Bosworth, MacLean 
Gander, Jeff Potter (ex officio), 
Lucas Sillars 


ABOUT THIS NEWSPAPER 
The Commons is a nonprofit commu- 
nity newspaper published since 2006 
by Vermont Independent Media, Inc., 
a nonprofit corporation under section 
501(c)3 of the federal tax code. 

The newspaper is free, but it is sup- 
ported by readers like you through 
tax-deductible donations, through ad- 
vertising support, and through support 
of charitable foundations. 

The paper is published weekly, with 
early production schedules scheduled 
for most fifth Wednesdays of the month. 
In 2020, papers will be published early 
on July 29, Sept. 23, and Dec. 30. 


SUBMITTING NEWS AND TIPS 
We welcome story ideas and news 
tips. Please contact the newsroom at 
news@commonsnews.org or at (802) 
246-6397. 


VOICES 

The Commons presents a broad range of 
essays, memoirs, and other subjective 
material in Voices, our editorial and com- 
mentary section. We want the paper to 
provide an unpredictable variety of food 
for thought from all points on the polit- 
ical spectrum. 

We especially invite responses to ma- 
terial that appears in the paper. 

We do not publish unsigned or anon- 
ymous letters, and we only very rarely 
withhold names for other pieces. When 
space is an issue, our priority is to run 
contributions that have not yet appeared 
in other publications. 

Please check with the editor before 
writing essays or other original sub- 
missions of substance. Email: voices@ 
commonsnews.org. 

Editorials represent the collective 
voice of The Commons and are written by 
the editors or by members of the Vermont 
Independent Media Board of Directors. 

The views expressed in our Voices 
section are those of individual con- 
tributors. Bylined commentaries by 
members of the Vermont Independent 
Media board of directors represent 
their individual opinions; as an orga- 
nization, we are committed to provid- 
ing a forum for the entire community. 
As a501(c)3 nonprofit organization, 
Vermont Independent Media is legally 
prohibited from endorsing political 
candidates. 


ADVERTISING 
Your advertising directly supports a better 
newspaper. The open display advertising 
rate is $16.50 per column inch, and The 
Commons offers discounts. To place your 
ad, contact the advertising coordinator at 
ads@commonsnews.org. 

Advertising files can be saved as PDF 
(press-ready setting), EPS (with fonts 
converted to outlines), or as TIFF (600 
pixels per inch), or printed as black-and- 
white hard copy. 

We can design your ad, and you 
should not hesitate to ask us to do so. 
We love helping our clients. 


DISTRIBUTION 

The Commons distributes 6,750 copies 
per issue to 250 drops in almost every 
Windham County town, as well as in 
neighboring towns in Windsor County 
(Vt.), Cheshire County (N.H.) and Franklin 
County (Mass.). Please get in touch 
(circulation@commonsnews.org) if 
you would like us to consider adding 
your business. 





Without our volunteers, this 
newspaper would exist only 
in our imaginations. 
Special thanks to: 

Simi Berman, Diana Bingham, 
Jim Maxwell, 

Bevan Quinn, Gino Palmeri, 
Barbara Kono, Beth McKinney, 
Anne Koplinka-Loehr, Rob Bertsche, 
Barbara Evans, Stephen Phillips, 
Jon Potter and LatchisArts, 
Jon Mack and 
Hooker-Dunham Theater & Gallery 
Emily Cox and Henry Rathvon 
In memoriam: 

Alan O. Dann 


B Allbee 


grew up on. 

“Jonathan Park was the origi- 
nal founder of Newfane,” Allbee 
said. “That was my father’s 
great-great-great-great-great- 
grandfather. He was the first set- 
tler. And my father, I don’t think 
he ever lived anywhere else. They 
went to the one-room round 
brick schoolhouse [in nearby 
Brookline]. He was probably one 
of the last students that went to 
that place.” 

Allbee’s father, Harlan, lost 
his mother, when she died dur- 
ing childbirth when he was in 
the eighth grade. He had to leave 
school. 

“He helped bring up the 
family,” Allbee said. “And my 
mother, she only went to the sec- 
ond year of high school.” 

Allbee has deep respect for his 
parents’ knowledge despite their 
own truncated formal schooling. 

“T tell people that I may have 
advanced college degrees, but 
they were smarter than I'll ever 
be,” he said. “Because they could 
do anything, you know, in the 
practical sense that you learn 
from surviving in Vermont.” 

His mother, Jessie, made sure 
to instill a strong work ethic in 
her children. 

“T learned life skills,” Allbee 
said. “My mother used to always 
say to us, Why are you sitting 
around? There’s something to 
do. You can weed the garden, or 
you can do something else. You 
can’t just be sitting around all 
day.’ And we didn’t sit around 
much. We were always working.” 

His mother “did everything,” 
he said. 

“She cleaned house,” he re- 
membered. “She was in charge 
of the laundry at Grace Cottage 
Hospital at one point. She drove 
the school bus. She worked at 
the high school in the library. 
We always had a big garden. She 
canned, and we had a root cellar. 
We raised much of our own food, 
except for the staples.” 

His mother was a voracious 
reader, Allbee remembered. 

“She read and she read and 
she read,” he said. “Anything 
she could find. She called herself 
self-educated, and education was 
important to her. 

“TI remember when we went 
to high school, the principal said 
to my mother, ‘I think your boys 
should take shop,” Allbee re- 
called. “My mother said, ‘I don’t 
think you understand — my sons 
are going to college.” 

“Probably shop would have 
been good for us,” he said. 


Leaving the farm 

Roger and his twin brother, 
Ronald, both went to the 
University of Vermont, where 
both majored in agricultural 
economics. Allbee said he took 
ROTC because the Army paid 
$40 a month. 

He and Ann were college 
sweethearts. 

“Tt was a very blind date,” Ann 
said. “I got him. My best friend 
got his brother. Roger was a half 
an inch shorter than Ron, and my 
friend was taller than me. Just 
recently, Ron said that it might 
have been the other way around. 
And I said, ‘Yeah, if I gotten you, 
I'd still be with him.” 

Allbee was stationed in 
Germany during the Cold War. 

“We were working with 
the British, the Belgians, a 
Dutchman, and some Germans,” 
he said. “We had a listening 
tower so we could listen to what 
was going on in East Germany. 
And we had nuclear warheads. 
We stored them and main- 
tained them, and we’d ship 
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them around. We had convoys. 
We’d send them to other places 
for maintenance.” 

If the codes came down from 
headquarters, Allbee’s job would 
have been to launch the weap- 
ons. Luckily, they never did. 

When he left the Army, Allbee 
got a master’s degree in en- 
vironmental and marine eco- 
nomics from the University of 
Massachusetts, then took a job 
at Cornell University as one of 
their first Sea Grant specialists. 

“Sea Grant was a program that 
was created back in the 1970s 
to emulate the U.S. Dept. of 
Agriculture’s Extension Service,” 
Allbee said. “Sea Grant was 
meant to do the same thing for 
the marine fishermen and coastal 
users. It still exists.” 

“We first went down to Long 
Island to work with commercial 
fishermen on coastal issues,” he 
recalled. “We developed a lot 
of new nets and other ways for 
catching fish in sustainable har- 
vests. We created better fishing 
methods.” 

When the Allbees returned to 
Vermont, Ann quickly found a 
teaching job while her husband 
took care of the children. 

“Then I was hired to be the 
first director of the Section 208 
Water Quality Management 
Program,” he said. 

A 1974 amendment to the fed- 
eral Clean Water Act, “Section 
208 really was the first provision 
of federal law that said that states 
needed to find a way to address 
non-point-source pollution,” 
Allbee said. 

The state created a program 
for state agencies and regional 
economic development agen- 
cies to try to work with farm- 
ers and rural landowners on 
how to address what the fed- 
eral Environmental Protection 
Agency explains as pollution 
from many sources and “gen- 
erally results from land runoff, 
precipitation, atmospheric de- 
position, drainage, seepage or 
hydrologic modification.” 

At the time, sewage went right 
from one’s house to the river. 
Allbee directed the first program 
in Vermont, the Agricultural 
Runoff Task Force, to clean up 
non-point-source phosphorous 
pollution from farms. 

“I was hired by a group that 
consisted of the secretary of envi- 
ronmental conservation and the 
state planning officer,” Allbee 
said. “The governor was Dick 
Snelling.” 

Allbee worked on cleaning 
up Vermont’s water for three 
years, then moved to the Current 
Use Program, created by the 
Legislature in 1978. 

The program, still working 
well today, offers towns a way of 
taxing large swathes of property 
at their current use — as forests, 
say — instead of by the real-es- 
tate-appraisal concept of “high- 
est and best use,” which might 
be the value of the property if it 
were the site of a Walmart shop- 
ping plaza. 

By doing so, the Current Use 
Program has preserved open 
space and protected open land 
from development while still al- 
lowing towns and cities to col- 
lect some kind of tax on the 
properties. 

Allbee helped the first Current 
Use Advisory Committee set 
the original procedures for cur- 
rent use. 

The Vermont Council on 
Rural Development says, “This 
work may be as important as Act 
250 or any other one single ac- 
tion for preserving and protect- 
ing Vermont lands.” 
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Ann and Roger Allbee have been married for 51 years. 


The Jeffords years 

About a year and a half 
into that job, while looking 
for current-use information 
in Washington, D.C., Allbee 
stopped in to say hello to a friend 
who was working for then-U.S. 
Rep. Jim Jeffords. 

“He said, ‘I’m going back to 
Vermont, and Jim is looking for 
somebody to replace me. And 
he’d like to talk to you,’” Allbee 
said. “So I chatted with Jeffords. 
He knew my background. And 
he said, ‘I’d like you to come to 
work for me on the Agricultural 
Committee in D.C. And I’d like 
you to do it for at least three 
years.” 

Allbee only guaranteed two 
years. “But I did three and a half, 
actually,” he said. 

Allbee was professional staff 
to the House Committee on 
Agriculture. Though his respon- 
sibility included soil and water 
conservation, his primary focus 
was on the dairy industry. 

The complications of milk 
pricing created an overproduc- 
tion of dairy in the 1970s. “So 
the government was buying but- 
ter, cheese, and powder milk and 
storing it in battleships in New 
York Harbor and in caves in 
Missouri, and everywhere else,” 
Allbee recalled. 

With the election of Ronald 
Reagan as president in 1980, 
federal policy changed abruptly. 
“He wanted to put more into 
defense and cut domestic pro- 
grams,” Allbee said. “And so 
they were pushing to cut the 
dairy price support significantly.” 

“We were running around try- 
ing to figure out what we could 
do to help save dairy farmers 
like the ones in Vermont. We 
talked to the Canadians about 
their program. We talked to the 
Europeans. Actually, we drafted 
a Canadian-type program.” 

The new program was ready 
to go. Tom Harkin, an Iowa 
Democrat who would become 
a longtime U.S. Senator, was 
a member of the House and 
served as chair of the dairy 
subcommittee. 

“But Jim [Jeffords] was really 
the force,” Allbee said. “And we 
drafted a bill and got it ready. 
And Jim and Harkin agreed that 
it was the only thing we could 
do to save the industry. They 
got the committee together, and 
the committee agreed. And then 
they said, ‘Well, we ought to talk 
to the guy who’s in charge of na- 
tional milk, lobbyist Pat Healy, 
and let him know what we’re 
doing.’ 

“This is how politics works. 
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Send a box full of Winter Sunshine. 


3 unique varieties + FREE Shipping!" 


These healthy, hand-picked, snack size fruit are specially nurtured and treasured for their ultra-sweet 
flavor. These will delight everyone on your list and for a very special price. 


Visit PittmanDavis.com/MN261 
Order Item #MXSP mention Code PNVH-N261 and Save 33% 


Only $19.99 (reg. $29-99), plus FREE Shipping." Satisfaction completely guaranteed. 
Order by December 17, 2020 for GUARANTEED Christmas delivery. 


° 6 Rio Ruby’ Red Gems 
¢ 8 Tiny Tim Navels 
¢ 4 Mini Fuji Apples 


1-833-558-1817 
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Call Now or go Online and SAVE 33% with FREE Shipping’ 


Limited time offer, good while supplies last. Not valid with any other offer. Limit 5 boxes per customer. 


* Free standard shipping to the 48 contiguous states. 


Fillmanevwis- 


Every Gift Has a Story 
Pittman & Davis, 
Harlingen, TX 78552 
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They brought Healy into the 
room, and he said, ‘If you do 
that, none of you are ever going 
to get any political money any- 
more.’ Now Jim wasn’t buck- 
ling to that. And a few others 
weren't, but the rest of them did. 
They said, ‘Well, we’re not go- 
ing to do it.” 

So when the 1981 Farm Bill 
came up, Jeffords was forced to 
negotiate a compromise. 

“There wasn’t any other op- 
tion,” Allbee said. “They didn’t 
care a bit about the industry.” 

“Because of Reagan’s ap- 
proach on guns versus butter, 
[the bill] really slashed fed- 
eral programs,” he said. “Not 
just dairy, but food stamps and 
other provisions that serve rural 
America.” 

The bill did result in the 
Farmland Protection Policy. 

“That basically said that the 
federal government, when fed- 
eral funding will take agricul- 
tural land, there needs to be a 
process to make sure that the 
agricultural land is not jeopar- 
dized and remains productive,” 
Allbee said. “It basically led to 
many of the [agriculture] pro- 
tection programs that exist in the 
country today.” 

Working for Jeffords was the 
highlight of Allbee’s professional 
career. 

“Because it wasn’t about poli- 
tics,” he said. “It’s about dealing 
with issues. It’s about doing the 
right thing. And we never went 
into any discussion on dairy, or 
water quality, or all the other 
things, and said, “What’s the poli- 
tics of this?’ It was always, ‘Is this 
the right thing to do?’ 

“I remember once going to 
the floor with Jeffords on an is- 
sue. And he said, ‘How should I 
vote?’ And I said, ‘Well, ’'m not 
the congressman. You vote. I can 
just tell you the issues.’ He said, 
‘That’s the best answer you can 
ever get.’ 

“He was very well respected 
because for him,” Allbee said, 
“it was always about what was 
right.” 


Fixing dairy 

Allbee said that, in his view, 
the dairy business, with “mega 
dairies of 10,000 or 15,000 or 
20,000 cows” and the loss of 
dairy farms in Vermont, needs a 
complete rethinking. 

As implemented in the 1933 
Agricultural Adjustment Act as 
part of President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt’s New Deal, the fed- 
eral government “offered farm- 
ers subsidies in exchange for 
limiting their production of cer- 
tain crops,” Allbee pointed out. 
“The subsidies were meant to 
limit overproduction so that crop 
prices could increase.” 

“But it isn’t meaningful to- 
day,” he said. “It works against 
the Northeast.” 

“The price of milk today is 
based upon a pricing system that 
is outdated. And it’s dependent 
upon international demand for 
dairy products. And when you’re 
in the international market, you 
have to be the lowest-cost pro- 
ducer in the world,” Allbee ob- 
served. “And we could never be 
that in Vermont.” 

Vermont has always bene- 
fited by value-added products, 
he said. 

“In the 1880s, St. Albans was 
the butter capital of the world,” 
Allbee said. “Vermont’s place in 
the market is always developing 
those value-added products that 
the consumers in the growing 
markets in the Northeast want.” 

“That’s as true today as it was 
yesterday. We need research on 
value-added products. We need 
new marketing strategies. We 
need to help people enter those 
markets. 

“It used to be that UVM did 
some development on new prod- 
ucts. UVM is out of it now. 
We used to have a Northeast 
Research Center that worked 
on new products. We don’t have 
that anymore. We have individu- 
als doing it.” 

“It broke my heart when I 
saw Thomas Dairy [in Rutland] 
going out of business,” he said. 
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Could it have been saved? 

Perhaps, he said, with “capi- 
tal and people coming in with 
the ability to do some new prod- 
ucts,” Allbee said. 

“They were doing some 
things, but they were stressed, 
stretched on markets, and 
COVID-19 put them into a tizzy 
financially. So they needed a lot 
of help,” he observed. 

“But when you see that kind of 
wonderful 100-year-old business, 
which makes the best products, 
going out of business, some- 
thing’s wrong,” Allbee said. 


Back to Vermont 
(again) 

After a stint in the 1980s as 
vice-president of the Springfield, 
Mass., branch of the Federal 
Farm Credit Bank, which made 
loans to farmers throughout 
the Northeast, Allbee formed 
AGTEC, a trade and export 
company designed to develop 
markets for specialty foods in 
Europe and Asia. 

Allbee eventually sold his 
half of the business to his part- 
ner, and the family returned to 
Townshend. In 2003, he was 
tapped to head the state’s U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s 
Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

“Jim Douglas had just been 
elected governor,” Allbee said. 
“Douglas appointed Steve Kerr 
as ag secretary. And because of 
my finance background, I guess 
they thought I’d be good in the 
FSA.” 

The FSA, which still exists, 
is a major government lender 
to the farm sector in the state 
as well as a guarantor of loans 
by other lenders, including the 
Farm Credit System, commer- 
cial banks, and others. It was a 
perfect way for Allbee to com- 
bine his agricultural experience 
with his banking and governmen- 
tal experience. 

After Kerr resigned, Douglas’s 
chief of staff called Allbee and 
offered him the job. After some 
reluctance, he accepted. Douglas 
said he was surprised by Allbee’s 
interest, because his federal job 
paid considerably more. 

“But Allbee is not motivated 
by pecuniary concerns,” Douglas 
said. “He’s dedicated to serving 
the rural communities. It was 
something he wanted to do. It 
didn’t take me long to extend 
the offer. He was such the per- 
fect fit.” 

“We led a delegation to France 
in 2009,” Douglas said. “There 
was a new concept called terroir 
— or taste of place. Allbee was 
focused on the Vermont Seal of 
Quality and the Vermont brand, 
and he said there was a lot of in- 
terest in using place names as a 
brand.” 

Allbee talked with his coun- 
terparts in Quebec about terroir, 
as well. 

“He was also focused on 
the farm-to-school program,” 
Douglas continued. “He got 
our local ag products into the 
schools, which makes a lot of 
sense.” 

One of the things Allbee is 
noted for during his time in office 
is coining the phrase “working 
landscape.” For his part, he says 
that many people working to- 
gether came up with the phrase. 

“What it basically means is 
that we need to have people 
working with the land, on the 
land” in dairy and specialty 
crops, like maple, Allbee said. 
“That is part of our tourism. It’s 
part of our economy. It’s part of 
what makes us unique — to have 
the landscape used for produc- 
tive purposes, for making food 
and ag products. 

“Otherwise, you just have big 
developments like Williston,” he 
said, using the cautionary exam- 
ple of the Burlington suburb that 
has lost 27 percent of its farm- 
land in 18 years. 

“I created programs to try to 
help people stay on the land, to 
develop enterprises on the land, 
to be using it for agricultural pur- 
poses,” said Allbee, who stayed 
in the job until the end of the 
Douglas administration. 
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When the incoming governor, 
Peter Shumlin, asked if Allbee 
wanted to stay on, he declined. 
The family wanted to go back 
home. 

“It’s Roger’s commitment 
to community,” Douglas said. 
“That’s where he grew up, and 
he saw a concern. It’s not only 
agriculture. It’s the importance 
of rural communities that really 
motivates him. He’s always been 
willing to serve, and I hope his 
enthusiasm and dedication con- 
tinues for a long time.” 


From ag to 
health care 

While his time as secretary was 
winding down, Allbee had been 
getting involved with elder care 
as part of the group that helped 
launch a senior housing devel- 
opment next to Grace Cottage 
Hospital. And that led to him 
ultimately becoming the hospi- 
tal’s CEO. 

“My mother, who was in 
her 80s at the time, said, ‘Why 
don’t we have senior housing 
in the Valley?” Allbee said. 
“And I said, ‘Well, that’s a good 
question.’ So we put together 
a citizens group of individuals, 
including my brother and sister, 
and we used Town Meeting to 
do a survey of what people were 
interested in, in terms of when 
they got older, and did they want 
senior housing?” 

At the time, the state wasn’t 
interested in senior housing; it 
was promoting the idea that se- 
nior citizens should remain in 
their own homes. 

Allbee and some others joined 
the Grace Cottage board of di- 
rectors, and after a great deal of 
fundraising by many prominent 
people in the region, West River 
Valley Senior Housing — uni- 
versally known as Valley Cares 
— was born. 

“When I came back, I was still 
on the board of Grace Cottage,” 
Allbee said. “And the CEO at the 
time had left. We went through 
a process of trying to hire a new 
















CEO. We had a candidate, but 
the guy who we thought had ac- 
cepted it decided to stay where 
he was. So they said to me, ‘Are 
you willing to do it on a tem- 
porary basis — say, three days 
a week?” 

Allbee accepted the position 
on a temporary basis that lasted 
four years, and “in the end, it 
turned out to be about seven 
days a week,” he said. 

At the time, Grace Cottage 
had just completed a study with 
Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical 
Center, which recommended 
a merger with Brattleboro 
Memorial Hospital. 

“A lot of us on the board said 
that while there may be syner- 
gies, you just don’t do a merger 
like that with a shotgun to your 
head,” Allbee said. “You have 
different cultures. Different peo- 
ple are involved. It needs to be 
developed.” 

Eventually, that idea was 
torpedoed. 

“The board decided to con- 
tinue Grace Cottage and we did 
a lot of work to stabilize the fi- 
nances and everything else,” 
Allbee said. “And I think we 
achieved that.” 

Allbee said he learned a lot 
about health care from the ex- 
perience. “I personally feel that 
we need a single-payer system in 
this country,” he said. 

“Right now, preventable care 
isn’t paid for,” he said. “When 
I was at Grace Cottage, we had 
people putting off getting health 
care because they couldn’t afford 
it. Their deductibles were too 
high. Then they ended up going 
to the emergency room because 
they could get services there.” 

The United States has the 
highest-cost health-care system 
in the world, Allbee pointed out. 

“We have wonderful doctors,” 
he said. “We can get wonderful 
things done with technology. 
But we have the poorest results 
of the industrialized nations in 
the world. All our indicators are 
backwards. 
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“When we were in France, Jim 
Douglas and I had lunch one day 
with the president of the French 
Senate. He said, ‘I don’t under- 
stand you Americans anymore. 
You spend all this money on your 
wars in Afghanistan and every- 
where else, but you’re not will- 
ing to have a good health-care 
system like we have in France.’ 

“And he was right.” 


Still not retired 

Allbee ran for public office 
twice: first for the House of 
Representatives as a Republican 
and then for the Senate as a 
Democrat. He lost both times. 

He also had a hand in creat- 
ing what has been one of south- 
ern Vermont’s most important 
tourist events: the summertime 
festival and parade known as the 
Strolling of the Heifers. 

As interim head of the ex- 
ecutive board of the parent 
nonprofit, he recently had to 
announce the sad news that 
the Stroll has suspended all 
operations. 

Allbee sits on several other 
boards, including Thompson 
House, a rehabilitation and nurs- 
ing center in Brattleboro. He still 
is amember of the Valley Cares 
board. 

“And I’m still doing work on 
dairy. Some of us are still trying 
to change the dairy program. 
We've done a study for the past 
six years. We did a dairy and wa- 
ter quality collaborative work a 
couple years ago with a group 
of 22 people that came out with 
some bold recommendations,” 
he said. “But nobody wants to 
make a change. 

“I’m about ready to give it 
up,” he said. 

Chances are, however, that he 
will be working on dairy until the 
cows come home. 


A version of this profile originally 
appeared in Vermont Business 
Magazine (vermont.biz), where 
writer Foyce Marcel 1s a longtime 
award-winning contributor. 
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With Holly Days, Holly Nights, 
Chamber urges local holiday shopping 


BRATTLEBORO—“Keep 
It Here All Year!” That’s the 
spirit behind Holly Days, Holly 
Nights, a shopping and din- 
ing event presented by the 
Brattleboro Area Chamber of 
Commerce in partnership with 
area businesses. 

Holly Days, Holly Nights be- 
gan in 1987 and, 33 years later, 
it is still the centerpiece of the 
Chamber’s year-long effort to 
remind people of the impor- 
tance of supporting local inde- 
pendent businesses. 

“This year more than ever 
it’s important to support our 
local businesses,” said Kate 
O’Connor, executive direc- 
tor of the Brattleboro Area 
Chamber of Commerce, in a 
news release. “They are the 
heart of the community — they 


employ local residents, have 
great products, and embrace a 
customer service ethic that you 
can’t find online or at a shop- 
ping mall.” 

From Friday, Dec. 4 through 
Sunday, Dec. 6, 18 area shops 
will offer savings to custom- 
ers. A Chamber raffle will also 
award three $250 gift certifi- 
cates to three customers who 
shop or dine at five Brattleboro 
businesses. 

A flyer that must be pre- 
sented to receive the dis- 
counts can be found at the 
Brattleboro Area Chamber 
of Commerce, 180 Main St. 
(next to Brown & Roberts), 
and at participating businesses: 
The B’s Nest, Brattleboro 
Food Co-op, Brown & Roberts 
Ace Hardware, Burrows 


Specialized Sports, Cara 
Wolff Jewelry & Boutique, 
Fire Arts Vermont, Kitchen 
Sync, Lawton Flooring, 
Malisun, Martin’s Fireside 
True Value, Penelope Wurr, 
Sam’s Outdoor Outfitters, The 
Shoe Tree, Vermont Artisan 
Design, Vermont Country 
Deli, Vermont Hempicurean, 
Windham Flowers, and Zephyr 
Designs. 

The entry form on the card 
can be mailed or dropped off at 
the Chamber, along with cop- 
ies of sales receipts, or emailed 
to info@BrattleboroChamber.org. 
Entry forms must be received 
or postmarked by Monday, 
Dec. 14. 

For more information, call 
the Chamber at 802-254-4565, 
or visit BrattleboroChamber.org. 


‘Light Up Brattleboro 2020’ 
encourages holiday lights 


BRATTLEBORO—Get 
ready to challenge your neigh- 
borhood, your friends, and 
your family to help “Light Up 
Brattleboro.” 

The Brattleboro Recreation 
& Parks Department invites ev- 
eryone to transform their front 
yard, apartment, or house into 
a bright and decorative cele- 
bration of winter to help bring 
joy and light into the lives of 
others. 

“We encourage all of 
Brattleboro to come together 
and light up the sky,” orga- 
nizers of the activity said in a 
news release. 

Below are the steps to par- 
ticipate in the challenge: 

¢ Decorate your lawn, 


802-362-2424 or 802-254-4208 ¢ friendsofthesun.com 
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The Vermont Maple Museum is sure to have a gift 
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Wash Cards 
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Economy Wash Reg. $45.00 Now $29.95 


Premium Wash Reg. $60.00 Now $41.95 
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873 Putney Road 
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apartment, or house in lights 
and festive decorations. 
Family-friendly decorations 
on your house, apartment, or 
front yard are acceptable, and 
if you live in an apartment or 
duplex, you are still more then 
welcome to join if the lights are 
visible from the street. 

¢ Once your masterpiece is 
done, take a clear photo with 
your lights and decorations and 
send it to recreation@brattleboro. 
com by Sunday, Dec. 13. In this 
email, one must provide the 
street you live on and a “dis- 
play name” that organizers 
describe as “fun, appropriate 
and unique.” 

¢ Keep your creations lit 
from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. until 


Vermont 
Country Deli 


Dies silk 

¢ On Dec. 14, the depart- 
ment will make a post on 
its Facebook “Brattleboro 
Recreation and Parks 
Department” page with all the 
submitted yard photos. A list of 
street names will be provided 
so families can tour all the lo- 
cal lights. 


For all programs, events, and 
online registration forms, fol- 
low links on brattleboro.org 
to the Recreation and Parks 
Department. For questions or 
more information, call the Gibson- 
Aiken Center main office at 
802-254-5808. 


436 Western Ave., Brattleboro, Vermont 
(802) 257-9254 » www.vermontcountrydeli.com 
Open 7am-7pm Daily 
Fresh Pastries * Salads & Sandwiches 
Vermont Products * Gifts * Gourmet to Go 


SHOP LOCALLY... 
Stocking Stuffers « Gift baskets 
Holiday Cookies « Lunch for the Office 


Happy Holidays 
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Night! 


Choose between a meat or vegetarian 
enchilada, with rice & beans, sour cream 
& pico de gallo for $14 


Mexican beer & Margarita specials too! 
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6677 VT-100, Whitingham 


OPEN THURS-SUN 9-5 UNTIL DEC. 17 
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Portable Toilet Rentals 
also available 


Call 802-254-9221 
Guilford Ctr. Rd. Guilford, VT 


Longueil Auto Body 


844 Canal Street, Brattleboro, VT ¢ 802-254-6696 


Free Estimates! 
Collision Work e Surface Damage e Painting & Buffing 








| wish | had known about collaborative divorce 
before my spouse and | separated. Litigating 
our divorce was one of the hardest things I’ve 
ever done, and it was incredibly difficult for my 
children. This is a much better way. 











A better way. 
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Ask about same-day appointments 
First-time patients welcome 
On-site lab, x-ray, and pharmacy 
Monday - Friday: 7am - 5pm 
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Grace Cottage 


FAMILY HEALTH 
& HOSPITAL 


185 Grafton Rd, Townshend, VT ¢ gracecottage.org ¢ 802-365-4331 
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Even topiaries on Main Street in Brattleboro are following masking protocol. 





died from COVID-19,” BMH 
Chief Medical Officer and Chief 
Information Officer Kathleen 
McGraw M.D., F.H.M., C.P.E., 
said in an email to The Commons. 
“Our thoughts are with the fam- 
ily during this difficult time.” 

McGraw wrote that the elderly 
male patient “suffered from a va- 
riety of medical issues, and had 
been hospitalized for end-of-life 
comfort measures.” 

“Upon his arrival to the hos- 
pital, the staff performed routine 
health examinations, includ- 
ing the nasopharyngeal test for 
COVID-19, and the results de- 
termined the patient was positive 
for the coronavirus,” she said. 


A surge that 
was expected 

State officials anticipated an 
increase in coronavirus infec- 
tions in November, knowing 
that colder weather would likely 
drive people indoors, to environ- 
ments more hospitable to the 
coronavirus. 

Gov. Phil Scott’s Nov. 13 ex- 
ecutive order that banned people 
from different households from 
visiting one another and tight- 
ened quarantine restrictions on 
travelers was aimed at heading 
off a surge. 

While state officials say they 
were heartened by a New York 
Times survey last week that 
found 80 percent of Vermonters 
planned to have smaller 
Thanksgiving celebrations this 
year, they had advice for the 20 
percent who didn’t follow the 
governor’s guidance and trav- 
eled to attend family gatherings. 

That advice: Quarantine, and 
get a COVID-19 test. 

Ata Nov. 27 COVID-19 news 
briefing, Health Commissioner 
Dr. Mark Levine urged 


B COVID-19 


quarantine for Vermonters who 
gathered for Thanksgiving with 
people from outside their homes, 
or for anyone who traveled to a 
holiday celebration. They should 
get tested as soon as possible, 
then get tested again after seven 
days, he said. 

And Scott asked parents not 
to send their children to school 
this week if they attended gath- 
erings with people from outside 
their household. 

“We will learn more in seven 
to 14 days” about the impact of 
Thanksgiving gathering, Levine 
said. “Most of us in state gov- 
ernment observed the different 
feel of the holiday this year — 
the lack of traffic, the airports 
reporting lower holiday and pre- 
holiday activity.” 

In his weekly travel advi- 
sory on Nov. 24, Department 
of Financial Regulation 
Commissioner Michael Pieciak 
said that it is estimated that 
38 percent of Americans in- 
tended to travel and gather for 
Thanksgiving as they did before 
the pandemic. 

Pieciak said if Vermonters 
behaved similarly, the state 
should expect between 3,200 
and 3,800 new cases in addi- 
tion to the normal case growth, 
and an additional 40 to 50 new 
hospitalizations. 


Long-term-care 
concerns 

Levine said he is concerned 
about the rising number of cases 
in nursing homes and other long- 
term-care facilities, so the Health 
Department plans to increase its 
surveillance testing there in the 
coming weeks. 

Weekly testing of all staff and 
residents at such facilities began 
this week, according to Agency of 
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Human Services Secretary Mike 
Smith. Some facilities may see 
daily testing if the state deems 
them especially vulnerable to 
infection. 

Levine said the best way to 
protect residents in these set- 
tings is to follow the guidance on 
mask-wearing, distancing, and 
avoiding crowded places. 

As for schools, Education 
Commissioner Dan French said 
the first round of surveillance 
testing has been completed at 
Vermont schools. Of the 9,400 
teachers and staffers tested, 
21 tests came back positive for 
COVID-19. 

French said another round will 
take place in December, with 25 
percent of districts testing each 
week on a rotating basis. 


A speedy spread 

In the latest illustration of 
how fast an outbreak can hap- 
pen, Public Safety Commissioner 
Michael Schirling said on Nov. 
27 that a state trooper at the St. 
Albans barracks tested positive 
for COVID-19 last week. 

That trooper, whose sig- 
nificant other is a health-care 
worker, potentially exposed one 
person during an interview and 
15 staff members at the barracks. 

Schirling said the employ- 
ees who were exposed are in 
isolation pending the results of 
COVID-19 testing. Troopers 
and staff from other barracks 
around the state have been called 
in to help fill the ranks. 

He also offered an update on 
health and safety assessments 
that were recently done at 1,200 
businesses around the state to 
make sure they’re following the 
state’s guidance to prevent the 
spread of the virus. 

He said no major prob- 
lems had been found, and the 
Department of Public Safety will 
now switch to visiting businesses 
only if a complaint is made re- 
garding compliance. 


Testing and 
prevention 

Brattleboro Memorial 
Hospital has recently started of- 
fering daily COVID-19 testing as 
part of the state’s pop-up testing 
initiative. 

The hospital is staffing the 
test site in partnership with 
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$15 for every tree sold on December 5th will 
be donated to Groundworks Collaborative! 


Also, from |!0am—4pm, we will be collecting 


non-perishable food and accepting cash 
donations for Project Feed the Thousands! 


Trees from Bishop Tree Farm 
Springfield, Vermont 
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Hearing is Health Care. 


Hearing loss may seem manageable, 
but studies have shown 
long term consequences to 
mental and physical health. 


Don't wait - 
see a Doctor of Audiology. 


Casey Milkey AuD, Alexandra Tully AuD « Sarah Moore AuD, Kimberly Messer LHAD 
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Cambridge Innovation Center 
and the Health Department. 

“Tt is going really well,” said 
McGraw, the hospital’s chief 
medical and information officer. 
“To date, we have provided 395 
tests since the first day of testing 
on Nov. 18. We have the ability 
to perform 55 tests each day. In 
general, all time slots are filled 
each day.” 

The Health Department rec- 
ommends testing for people who 
have symptoms of COVID-19, 
who have had close contact 
(within 6 feet for a total of 15 
minutes or more over a 24-hour 
period) with someone who tested 
positive for COVID-19, or who 
recently attended an event with 
people who are not in their usual 
social circle. 

COVID-19 symptoms can in- 
clude fever (100.4 F or higher), 
coughing, shortness of breath 
or difficulty breathing, chills, 
fatigue, muscle pain or aches, 
headache, sore throat, new loss 
of taste or smell, congestion or 
runny nose, nausea or vomiting, 
and diarrhea. 

The BMH test site is a drive- 
thru service, but walk-ins are 
welcome if registered. The free 
testing is intended for people 
who are asymptomatic and may 
have had close contact with 
someone who tested positive, 
are looking to end quarantine 
early (after seven days), or who 
recently attended a social gather- 
ing with people outside of their 
household. An order from a clini- 
clan is not required to get a test. 

Testing 1s also available at the 
Carlos Otis Stratton Mountain 
Clinic in Winhall on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays. 

To set up a testing appoint- 
ment at either site, one must 
create an account at vermont. 
force.com/events/s/selfregistration 
to get a patient ID, then log in 
with those credentials. 

For help or technical as- 
sistance, call the Vermont 
Department of Health 
COVID-19 Call Center at 
802-863-7240. 

In addition to testing, 
McGraw noted the critical need 
for community members to re- 
main aware of their behaviors. 

“T continue to urge our com- 
munity members to be diligent 
in not only washing their hands, 
wearing a mask, and practicing 
social distancing, but also stay- 
ing home when yovrre not feel- 
ing well, for the sake of family, 
friends, and neighbors,” she said. 
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er 
All are welcome 
to join the 
Brattleboro area 


Lions Club 


Contact Scott Hoese 
802-451-6083 


BILL 


We are thinking 


of you and Gail 
and are sending 
comfort and 
strength to you 
and your family 
during your 


difficult time. 


—Barry, Feff, 
and your 
friends at 


‘The Commons 


the Commona 
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The talents of many 
people go into producing 
the award-winning 
programming at 
Brattleboro Community 
Television. 
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BCTV announces winners of 
the 2020 Producer Awards 


BRATTLEBORO—Brattleboro Community 
Television has announced its 2020 producer 
award winners, who will be honored at an annual 
ceremony that this year will be held virtually on 
Wednesday, Dec. 9 at 6:30 p.m. 

In all, BCTV’s more than 50 local producers 
and staff produced 1,300 hours of local program- 
ming over the past year. The following organiza- 
tions and individuals will be recognized for their 
achievements during the past year: 

*Community Partner Award: Next Stage Arts. 
Next Stage Arts in Putney partnered with BCTV 
to create and share a variety of local content, in- 
cluding “Fables Storytelling,” “The Quarantine 
Sessions,” “Cooped-Up Kids,” “Votes for All 
Women,” and “Rigged: A Voter Suppression 
Panel.” 

In August, Keith Marks, the executive director 
of Next Stage, organized a live multi-venue arts 
performance, “Arts Unite Windham,” that raised 
$8,000 for local social-justice organizations and to 
bring attention to arts venues that had been shut 
down for months. BCT'V provided the techni- 
cal backbone of this four-hour live stream from 
five venues. 

¢ Nonprofit Member Award: Senior Solutions of 
Southeastern Vermont. Joann Erenhouse, commu- 
nity relations director for Senior Solutions, joined 
BCTYV in 2018 to distribute key information to 
aging Vermonters in the area and learned how 
to produce a monthly studio show, “Keeping Up 
with Senior Solutions,” which she has continued 
to produce on Zoom. 

Joann and her co-host, Jim Collins, just com- 
pleted their 12th episode with guest experts on 
topics such as advanced directives, dementia, 
Medicare, benefits, mail-in voting, and Reiki. 
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¢ Municipal Partner Award: Assistant Town 
Manager Patrick Moreland and Brattleboro Fire 
Chief Mike Bucoss1: This year’s award goes to two 
municipal departments that were active in using 
BCTYV to reach the public during the COVID-19 
public health emergency. 

Moreland was charged with finding a way for 
the Selectboard to meet virtually when in-person 
meetings were prohibited. 

“He quickly learned videoconferencing technol- 
ogy and made the virtual format work efficiently 
and effectively for Selectboard members, ASL 
interpreters, BCTV, and the public,” according 
to a news release. 

In September, along with Town Moderator 
Lawrin Crispe and Town Clerk Hilary Francis, 
Patrick engineered the first virtual Town Meeting 
in Vermont, which was held on Zoom for 13 hours 
with more than 100 participants. It went smoothly 
and is being hailed as a model for the state. 

Bucossi and his staff met with BCTV in January 
to establish an emergency ticker portal on BCTV’s 
channels so the department could quickly reach 
community members with alerts and announce- 
ments. The first ticker was initiated with Gov. Phil 
Scott’s “Stay Home, Stay Safe” order on March 24. 

Since then, the Fire Department has used the 
ticker to update local residents with news alerts 
for COVID-19 and other notifications, leveraging 
the community access TV station as an emergency 
messaging system. 

¢ New Producer of the Year: Donna Blackney: In 
May, Blackney, who has a professional film back- 
ground, moved to Brattleboro and joined BCTV 
via Zoom while the office and studio were closed. 
Her first project was to interview downtown store 
owners about their reopening plans. 


The cover of “Code 
Name Madeleine: 
A Sufi Spy in Nazi- 
occupied Paris” by 
Arthur J. Magida. 


PARIS 
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To order Print Town go to brattleborowords.org. 


She became active with the Brattleboro Words 
Project and covered two of its events: a ceremony 
at the Retreat Farm to reclaim the Abenaki place 
name Wantastegok, and a gathering at Green 
Street School to unveil a plaque commemorating 
Nobel Peace Prize recipient Jody Williams. 

¢ Producer of the Year: Peter “Fish” Case: Case 
created an online interview show, “Call to Action: 
COVID-19,” in response to the COVID-19 emer- 
gency. He gathered critical information from local, 
state, and national experts and disseminated it via 
YouTube, BCTV, podcast, and radio. 

The show went live on March 19 with the head- 
line: “Will our food supply hold up?” and was 
produced daily for a total of 50 episodes, ending 
with an interview with U.S. Rep. Peter Welch on 
Aug. 25. 

Case moved on to produce eight episodes of 
“Windham Votes,” interviewing local town clerks 
about the voting process. 

“Case’s dedication to finding factual information 
— answers to his own questions — and sharing it 
with his neighbors through BCTV exemplifies the 
role of the community producer,” BCTV staff said. 

¢ Series of the Year: “Montpelier Happy Hour”: 
Producer and host Olga Peters started “Montpelier 
Happy Hour” in February 2019 as a podcast and 
as a radio show on WVEW. In March 2020, she 
added video on BCTV and YouTube along with a 
regular contributor, state Rep. Emilie Kornheiser, 
who represents Brattleboro District 1 in the 
Legislature. 

Their first video episode, “COVID-19 and 
the Cracks in the System,” articulated one of the 
show’s main themes — the gap between policy and 
individual experience. 

“Peters and Kornheiser approach weekly topics 


from both personal and professional perspectives, 
which gives their discussion its unique richness,” 
BCTV staff said. 

¢ Host of the Year: Marty Cohn: This new award 
recognizes the critical role of the host. In 2014, 
Marty Cohn joined BCTV as the host and pro- 
ducer of “SAFSTOR Matters,” a show about the 
decommissioning of Vermont Yankee, which was 
awarded BCTV’s 2015 Series of the Year. 

In 2015, he hosted and produced “Healthcare 
Matters” for Grace Cottage Hospital. Another 
show, “Rotary Cares,” began in 2017. He concur- 
rently volunteered as a host for BCTV’s “Open 
Studio” and “Meet the Candidates” series in 2018. 

When BCTV had to close its studio facilities 
in March, Cohn not only learned to use Zoom 
to continue producing “Rotary Cares,” he added 
two new weekly shows: the “Rotary Club Speaker 
Series” and “PR Benefits,” a show about public 
relations in the COVID-19 era. 

In addition, Cohn singlehandedly coordinated 
and hosted BCTV’s “Meet the Candidates” in- 
terviews leading up to the 2020 elections, which 
resulted in 20 interviews over six weeks that aired 
statewide. 


Brattleboro Community Television is a community me- 
dia center serving Brattleboro, Dummerston, Guilford, 
Famaica, Newfane, Putney, Townshend, and Vernon. 
BCTV’s mission is to promote civic engagement and 
transparency and to empower community mem- 
bers to share their knowledge, views, and creativity, 
without prejudice. To learn more about BCTV, visit 
brattleborotv.org or call 802-257-0888. 


W WAC hosts 
webinar with author 
Arthur Magida 


BRATTLEBORO-—Join 
the Windham World Affairs 
Council (WWAC) on Sunday, 
Dec. 13, for a live Zoom event 
with author Arthur Magida as 
he discusses his Pultizer Prize- 
nominated work, Code Name 
Madeleine: A Sufi Spy in Nazi- 
occupied Paris, a much-lauded 
new biography of Noor Inayat 
Khan. 

Author Magida will discuss 
how we can harness Noor’s 
strengths and unique qualities 
for the greater good today. 

Noor’s father brought Sufism 
(Islamic mysticism) to the West 
in 1910. While serving as a se- 
cret agent for the British in 
France during World War II, 
Noor — poet, musician, and 
author — never strayed from 
Sufi teachings of love, service, 
and forgiveness. 

For 10 months, she organized 
cells, invigorated the Resistance, 
and sent messages to London 


indispensable for D-Day, all 
while constantly on the run from 
the Gestapo. 

When finally caught, Noor 
tried to escape twice from a 
Nazi prison in Paris. Sent to 
Germany, she was chained 
in solitary confinement for 
10 months, then executed at 
Dachau. Her last word was 
Slberte,: 

“The heart,” Noor wrote, 
“must be broken in order for 
the real to come forth.” 

Magida lives in Baltimore, 
Md. and graduated from 
Marlboro College. He also 
has master’s degrees in history 
from Georgetown University 
and in clinical psychology 
from the California School of 
Professional Psychology. 

An award-winning journal- 
ist, his books include The Nazi 
Séance, The Rabbi and the Hit 
Man, and Prophet of Rage. 

Formerly a professor at 


and all things “words.” 


Georgetown University and 
the University of Baltimore, 
Magida has been senior editor of 
the Baltimore Fewish Timesand a 
consultant for several PBS doc- 
umentaries and to the United 
States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum. 

Magida has also been colum- 
nist for Beliefnet.com, a contrib- 
uting correspondent to PBS’s 
Religion & Ethics Newsweekly, 
editorial director of Jewish 
Lights Publishing, and envi- 
ronmental reporter for National 
Fournal. His writing has ap- 
peared in numerous newspapers 
and magazines. 

Register in advance for 
this free webinar at bit.ly/590- 
magida. After registering, you 
will receive a confirmation email 
containing information about 
joining the webinar. 

For more information, visit 
windhamworldaffairscouncil.org. 


A new history of Brattleboro’s storied past as 
a hub for great writing, printing, publishing, 
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Obituaries 


¢ E. Wayne 
Blake, 83, 
of West 
Brattleboro. 
Died Nov. 24, 
2020 at his 
‘1 home. He was 

1-f born in May 

1937 in Bradford, the son of 
Merlin and Elinor (Allen) Blake, 
and graduated from Peoples 
Academy in Morrisville. He 
furthered his education at 
the Massachusetts Radio and 
Telegraph School in Boston, 
earning his certification as a 
Radio Technician. He owned 
and operated a television and 
appliance business in Bradford 
and also worked with Berkshire 
Life Insurance Company (later 
Guardian Life, when the com- 
panies merged). He excelled and 
remained there for the rest of his 
professional career, retiring from 
Guardian Life and Park Avenue 
Securities. An avid outdoors- 
man, he enjoyed spending week- 
ends and family vacations at his 
camp in Fairlee, as well as hunt- 
ing and fishing there. Wayne and 
his many hunting buddies spent 
almost every deer season trying 
to bag the biggest buck by day, 
then playing cards or cribbage in 
the evenings, all the while telling 
tall tales of the ones that got away 
or were just a little too far off to 
take a decent shot. He still holds 
the camp record for the largest 
buck taken. His love of animals 
of all kinds from his childhood 
was clear from the many pets he 
had, one being his best buddy, 
“Braddie,” his cocker spaniel 
that passed just shortly before he 
did. Wayne loved children and 
coached youth baseball and other 
sports as all his boys grew up over 
the years, introducing them to ev- 
ery type of sport, and shared his 
love of hunting and fishing with 
them as well. He was a long time 
Mason and Shriner. He received 
his 50 Year Pin last year with the 
Masons. He was chairman of the 
Shrine Monday Night Bingo, 
where he and many volunteers 
raised money for the Shriner’s 
Hospital for Children. A member 
of the Elks and past member of 
the Lions Club, Wayne truly en- 
joyed people and sharing a joke 
or laugh with everyone he met or 
knew and was regaling his fam- 
ily with funny recollections and 
stories to the very end. Wayne is 
survived by his wife of 38 years, 
Barbara (Greenwood) (Robinson) 
Blake. He is also survived by his 
sons, Mike Blake (Laurie) of 
Port St. Lucie, Fla., Mark Blake 
(Kelly) of Hockessin, Del., and 
Jackson Kidder (Carolyn) of 
Raleigh, N.C.; three grandchil- 
dren, Sarah, Kruce and Jacob, 
all of Florida; two stepsons, 
Jeffrey and Steven Robinson 
of Brattleboro, whom he loved 
and treated as his own; six step- 
grandchildren and 13 step great- 
grandchildren. He 1s also survived 
by his sister-in-law, Janice Blake; 
nephews Jeffrey and Christopher 
Blake; and niece, Bonnie Blake, 
all from the Bradford area. He 
was predeceased by his par- 
ents, his brother, Graham Blake, 
and his step-daughter, Sherry 
(Robinson) Hardy. MEMORIAL 
INFORMATION: A memorial ser- 
vice will be held at a later date, 
to be announced. Donations to 
Shriner’s Hospital for Children, 
516 Carew St., Springfield, MA 
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WINDHAM COUNTY 
HUMANE SOCIETY 


Make a friend 


01104. To share a memory of 
Wayne or send messages of con- 
dolence, visit atamaniuk.com. 
eS ° Molly 
Scully Burke 
_ Cloutier, 97, 
_ of Buffalo N.Y. 
Died Nov. 13, 
2020. She was 
the mother of 
state Rep. Mollie 
S. Burke of Brattleboro and 
stepmother of Anne Cloutier 
Montgomery of Guilford. Molly 
Scully was born in Boston in 
1923 and moved with her fam- 
ily to Buffalo in 1939, where 
she eventually met F. Brendan 
Burke at the home of a friend. 
They began a correspondence 
after she and her family moved 
back to Boston, and they con- 
tinued writing while he served in 
the Navy in World War II. They 
married in 1946 and made their 
home in Buffalo. Mr. Burke be- 
came vice president of Ferguson 
Electric Construction Co., over- 
saw the electrification of the 
Niagara Power Project, and was 
active as a civic leader in Buffalo. 
Upon his sudden death in 1968, 
Molly became a single mother to 
her 11 children. In 1972, friends 
introduced her to Dr. Louis Carl 
Cloutier, a widower and father 
of five. They merged their large 
households when they were mar- 
ried the next year. Dr. Cloutier, 
a surgeon and past Erie County 
Medical Examiner, died in 2012. 
Over the years, the couple made 
frequent trips to the Brattleboro 
area to visit their daughters and 
their families and to participate in 
Vermont seasonal events. They 
came for apple picking, snow- 
shoeing, ice skating, and for sleigh 
rides at Fairwinds Farm. They 
attended several BUHS high 
school graduations, watched their 
grandchildren in many BUHS 
soccer games, and saw them per- 
form on the high school musical 
stage. Molly Cloutier believed 
in the presence of the marvel- 
ous in everyday life. This came 
from her Irish heritage, her faith, 
and her absolutely unique abil- 
ity to look at the positive in ev- 
erything and everyone. She was 
also a talented figure skater and a 
member of a synchronized figure 
skating team, that won a bronze 
medal in national championships 
in 1989. She loved singing and 
birds, especially cardinals. She 
was well-known for her hospital- 
ity; her motto was “There’s al- 
ways room at the table.” During 
the infamous Blizzard of 1977 
in Buffalo, she hosted 21 ex- 
tra people for dinner. In addi- 
tion to Representative Burke, 
other survivors include daugh- 
ters Sara Burke Potter of Buffalo, 
Madeline Burke-Vigeland of 
Yonkers N.Y., Margaret Burke 
of Taos, N.M., Deirdre Burke 
Goodrich of Norwich, and Mary 
Alyssa Holmwood Burke of 
Boston; sons F. Brendan Burke 
Jr. and Christopher Burke of 
Buffalo, John Burke of San 
Francisco, Edward Burke of 
Brooklyn, N.Y., and T. Patrick 
Burke of Rye, N.Y.; in addi- 
tion to Ms. Montgomery there 
are two other step-daughters: 
Mary Jo O’Connell of Doolin, 
County Clare, Ireland and Clare 
Cloutier of Seattle, Wash.; a 
stepson, Michael Cloutier of 
Monroe, Mich. Other survi- 
vors include numerous sons and 
daughters-in-law, 30 grandchil- 
dren, and 21 great-grandchil- 
dren. Molly Cloutier was adored 
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by her children, grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren, her special 
caregivers, and many friends 
and acquaintances. She will be 
remembered for her gracious- 
ness, her kindness, her generos- 
ity, her loving spirit, her joy in 
life. MEMORIAL INFORMATION: A 
private funeral service and burial 
was held in Buffalo on Nov. 21. 
A celebration of her life will take 
place at a later date. 
¢ The Rev. 
Alfred A. “Al”’ 
_ Cramer, 86, 
/. of Brattleboro. 
Died peacefully 
( » on Nov. 23, 
| 2 2020, leaving 
he, this earth on the 
strength of the Psalms and other 
prayers read to him by his wife of 
32 years, Janet French Cramer. 
Janet and Al were married at 
the Marlboro Meeting House in 
1988. They lived first in Marlboro 
and later in Brattleboro, where 
Al became a Priest Associate of 
St. Michael’s Episcopal Church. 
Al spent his life investigating the 
mysteries of this world and the 
next. He graduated from the 
Episcopal Theological School in 
Cambridge, Mass. in 1962, and 
moved to Seattle, Wash., where 
he served as Curate at St. Mark’s 
Cathedral. He was ordained as a 
Priest on Jan. 25, 1963. Al’s work 
with Vietnam veterans in Seattle 
taught him the nature of despair 
contained in the human heart. 
He met that despair with com- 
passion and with words from the 
Bible and stories from Church 
History. In 1969, he was called to 
St. Luke’s Parish in Des Moines, 
Iowa, where he served as Rector. 
He was the Episcopal Chaplain at 
Drake University and later Rector 
at Christ Episcopal Church in 
Burlington, Iowa. After com- 
pleting a program in Pastoral 
Counseling, Al focused his at- 
tention on marriage and family 
therapy. In 1991, he was awarded 
a Masters in Social Work from 
Smith College, writing a thesis 
on rural homelessness. In his later 
years, Al quietly shared his spiri- 
tual fruits with the congregation 
of St Michael’s Episcopal Church 
and his family. He was known 
to pray for each member of the 
Church before retiring for the 
evening as well as for his four chil- 
dren and their grandchildren. He 
blessed all who visited his home 
with “May the Angel of Peace go 
with you.” He had a profound 
love for classical music and ab- 
surdist comedy. He was passion- 
ate about politics his entire life, 
and couldn’t go a single day with- 
out reading at least three news- 
papers. Al leaves his wife, Janet, 
his two sons of his first marriage, 
David Cramer of Greenfield, 
Mass., and John Cramer of 
Chicago, and his daughter and 
son of his second marriage, Laura 
Cramer of Austin, Texas, and 
Nicholas Cramer of Philadelphia, 
along with five grandchildren. 
MEMORIAL INFORMATION: 
Services are pending. To leave 
a condolence, visit phaneuf.net/ 
obituaries. 
as °° Pamela 
~ £6 @ am 33 
Goulet, 53, of 





See ee Townshend. 
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ing a long ill- 
A> uN ness. Pam was 
born Nov. 4, 1967 in Randolph to 
Malcolm and Frances (Cassidy) 
Campbell. She attended 


PETS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 


for life. 


916 West River Road, 


Brattleboro, VT 


Our Barn Cat Program 


This program is designed to find homes for cats that would not do well living in a home. 

Barn cats benefit their caretakers! A barn cat is the safest way to control the rodent population 
in your barn. There are no poisons for children and pets to get into, no need to set nasty 
traps. And you get the satisfaction of giving them a much-needed home! WCHS staff will 
assist you while the cats settle into their new home and because they are already spayed 
or neutered, you don't have to worry about kittens! 
We don’t always have suitable cats available so we keep a waiting list and will fill your 


request as soon as possible. 


802-254-2232 
View pets at: wchs4pets.org 


Barn cat placement increases in the summer and fall months. Filling out a survey is the | 
first step to adopting. This information is important for us to select the proper cats for your 
situation. When we believe we have a match for you, we will contact you. 


Cats that are placed into our Barn Cat Program fall under four main categories: 
- Cats whose litter box habits are not consistent enough to be inside only cats 
- Cats who were found as strays & who may be too independent to live indoors 
- Cats who are shy/fearful of people & have experience outdoors 

« Cats who are feral or semi-feral and are too old to socialize 


We will not place cats who are best suited as house pets or kittens under 10 weeks of age. We often recommend placing barn cats 
as pairs when they are feral or semi-feral, and may require this with certain cats as these cats tend to be more successful in pairs. 
All cats are spayed/neutered, up to date on vaccinations, dewormed, on a flea/tick preventative and ear tipped/microchipped for 
identification purposes. If you would like to adopt a cat through this program, please fill out and return the Barn Cat Adoption Survey. 


Fees: 


While there is no set adoption fee for barn cats, we appreciate donations to help offset the cost of their medical care. 


If you live in Windham County, and are caring for feral or free-roaming outdoor cats, ask about our free Trap/Neuter/Return 
program by calling us at (802) 254-2232 and asking for Jessalyn, or email her directly at jessalyn@windhamcountyhumane.org. 


This space is graciously sponsored by: 
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ONESSTOP 


Country Pet Supply 


onestopcountrypet.com 


648 Putney Road 
Brattleboro, VT 


802.257.3700 


149 Emerald St 


Keene, NH 
603.352.9200 





Springfield High School and 
married Randy Goulet. They 
had three children: Kyle, Kristen, 
and Ryan. Pam and Randy later 
divorced. Pam worked for more 
than 15 years as a painter for 
her own business, Pam Goulet 
Painting. On Sept. 12, 2015, 
Pam married Jennifer Hoitt, 
who survives. Pam had a passion 
for snowmobiling, boating and 
enjoyed the company of friends 
and family around the fire. She 
was an avid New York Giants 
and New York Yankees fan, and 
was known for her quick wit and 
strong determination. Pam loved 
her family fiercely and spent as 
much time as possible with them. 
Besides her loving wife, Pam is 
survived by her mother, Frances 
Bushey of Brookfield; siblings 
Richard Campbell of Brattleboro, 
Patricia Scoggins of Franklin, 
Tenn., and Melissa Campbell 
of Randolph; stepsister Susan 
Palmer Chase of Brookfield; 
daughter Kristen Bartel and 
her husband, Will, of Dover; 
son Ryan Goulet and his wife, 
Michelle of Townshend; son- 
in-law Robbie Michaud and his 
wife, Renee Deurloo, of Bellows 
Falls; and five nieces, two neph- 
ews, and eight grandchildren. 
Pam was preceded in death by 
her father, Malcolm, and her son, 
Kyle. MEMORIAL INFORMATION: 
The family is planning a memo- 
rial service for next spring or sum- 
mer. T’o share a memory of Pam 
or send messages of condolence, 
Visit atamaniuk.com. 
ee” “% «Sampson 
A. Gundry, 76, 
of Madison, 
Maine. Died 
Nov. 20, 2020 
4 at MaineGeneral 
< Medical Center 
“im \ in Augusta, 
Maine. He was born Jun 19, 1944 
in Barre, Vt., the son of Alfred E. 
and Dorothy (Morton) Gundry. 
He attended Brattleboro Union 
High School. In 1963, he married 
Lynda Matteson in Brattleboro. 
He was employed for 30 years at 
The Book Press in Brattleboro. 
Sampson was a member of the 
Fraternal order of Eagles for 
more than 30 years and was an 
avid hunter and fisherman. He 
enjoyed woodworking, garden- 
ing, and watching westerns fea- 
turing Audie Murphy. Sampson 
is survived by his wife of 57 years, 
Lynda Gundry of Madison; 
daughter, Kimberley Goulas and 
husband Steven of Madison; two 
sons, Leslie Gundry and wife 
Rose of Hinsdale, N.H., Nathan 
Gundry and his partner Donna 
Felion of Brattleboro; siblings, 
Priscilla Dyer of Brattleboro, 
Stanley Gundry of Barre, and 
Karen Isham; grandchildren Erica 
Hertzog, Sarah Gundry, Jordan 
Gundry, Adam Gundry, Nicholas 
Passino, Jared Gundry, Alexander 
Passino, Lucas Gundry, Tyler 
Goulas, and Emily Goulas; eight 
great-grandchildren; many nieces 
and nephews; and his long-time 
best companion for 17 years, 
his Brittany Spaniel, Miss Brit. 
He was predeceased by sib- 
lings, Alfred and David Gundry. 
MEMORIAL INFORMATION: A 
memorial service will be held 
in Brattleboro at a later date 
at the convenience of the fam- 
ily. Donations to the Windham 
County Humane Society, P.O. 
Box 397, Brattleboro, VT 05302. 
Arrangements under the direc- 
tion of Dan & Scott’s Cremation 
& Funeral Service of Skowhegan, 
Maine. 
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= * Carolyn 
i §. Lane, 81, of 
‘ Brattleboro, for- 


(jes © | merly of Putney. 
cn ie Died Nov. 24, 
<>) a 2020 at her 


| | home, following 

\ ="! aperiod of de- 
clining health. Carolyn was born 
in Bellows Falls on March 18, 
1939, the daughter of Donald 
and Blanche (Austin) Strange. 
She grew up in Putney, attend- 
ing Putney Elementary School 
and was a graduate of Brattleboro 
Union High School, Class of 
1957. In 1960, she was mar- 
ried to Francis E. Lane, who 
predeceased her in 1979. She 
had worked as a bookkeeper 
all of her working career, em- 
ployed by several local busi- 
nesses that included Mountain 
Home Sales & Services, C.E. 
Bradley Labs, Green Mountain 
Security, Putney Credit Union, 
and R.S. Roberts, Inc. where 
she began her career at the age 
of 17. A woman of faith, she at- 
tended West Brattleboro Baptist 
Church on Western Avenue. 
Carolyn enjoyed classic Country 
& Western music. In her younger 
years, she loved to dance and 
take trips to Hampton Beach and 
Clearwater, Fla. Most recently, 
she valued spending time with 
her family that included playing 
cards with her children, grand- 
children, and great-grandchil- 
dren. Survivors include daughters 
Valerie Becker and her hus- 
band, Jody, of Brattleboro, Holly 
Jefts and her husband, Kevin, of 
Winchester, N.H., and Travis 
Lane and his partner, Sarah 
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Green, of Guilford; brothers 
Donald Strange of Guilford, and 
Bradley and Douglas Martin, 
both of Clearwater, Fla.; and a 
sister, Dawn Strange of Orange, 
Mass. Additionally, she leaves six 
grandchildren, nine great-grand- 
children, and many nieces and 
nephews. MEMORIAL INFORMA- 
TION: Graveside committal ser- 
vices in Mount Pleasant Cemetery 
in Putney will be conducted late 
in the spring of 2021 at a day and 
time to be announced. Donations 
to the Putney Volunteer Fire 
Dept., P.O. Box 875, Putney, VT 
05346, or to Rescue, Inc., P.O. 
Box 593, Brattleboro, VT 05302. 
To share a memory or send con- 
dolences to the Lane family, visit 
atamaniuk.com. 
7 TE. ° Alton 
mie ‘Richard 
. j Montgomery, 
i - 17, of Hinsdale, 
N.H. Died un- 
expectedly Nov. 
\ " 15, 2020 at his 
- home. He was 
born in St. Albans, Vermont on 
November 8, 1943, the son of 
Alton and Mildred (LaCross) 
Montgomery. He was raised and 
educated in St. Albans and at- 
tended St. Mary’s High School. 
He worked for most of his career 
as a roofer employed by several 
roofing contractors throughout 
Vermont. His last position was 
with C&S Wholesale Grocers 
in Brattleboro, which he retired 
from in 2002. Alton enjoyed 
hunting, working on jigsaw puz- 
zles and time shared with his fam- 
ily, especially his grandchildren. 
He was a faithful and devoted 
husband, father and grandfa- 
ther. In 1973, he was married 
to Christine Hodgdon, who sur- 
vives. Besides his loving wife of 
47 years, he leaves a daughter, 
Sherry Carter and her husband 
Todd of Troy, NH; two grand- 
children, Zachary and Kaelyn 
Carter of Troy; one brother, Gary 
Montgomery of Chesterfield; 
and a sister, Sally Bennett of 
Lubbock, Texas. Additionally, 
he is survived by several nieces 
and nephews. Alton was prede- 
ceased by his parents and a grand- 
son, Taylor Carter. MEMORIAL 
INFORMATION: In keeping 
with his final wishes, there are 
no formal services scheduled. 
Donations to Hinsdale Volunteer 
Fire Department, P.O. Box 13, 
Hinsdale, NH 03451. To share 
a memory or send messages of 
condolence to the family, visit 
atamaniuk.com. 
¢ Elizabeth “Liz” Ann 
Rossi, 51, of Guilford. Died 
unexpectedly on Oct. 28, 2020, 
in the arms of her best friend and 
companion, Scott Knickerbocker, 
in Brattleboro. Born on July 9, 
1969 to Dr. Anthony and Lynne 
Rossi of Easton, Pa., Elizabeth 
graduated in 1987 from Easton 
Area High School. An accom- 
plished cellist, starting in the third 
grade, she achieved the honor 
of attending Pennsylvania State 
Orchestra in her senior year. 
She was also a member of The 
Young People’s Philharmonic 
in Bethlehem, Pa. for four years. 
An athlete for most of her life, 
Elizabeth competed on her high 
school and college cross coun- 
try teams. After high school, 
Elizabeth spent a year in Finland 
as a Rotary Exchange Student 
where she resided with three 
different families in Hyvinkaa, 
Finland and became fluent in 
the Finnish language. While 
there, she learned the tradition 
of the “Finnish Sauna” and 
visited Sweden, Lapland, and 
Russia. Elizabeth went on to re- 
ceive her B.A. in Classics from 
Smith College in Northampton, 
Mass., in 1992 and spent her ju- 
nior year at Dartmouth as part 
of a five college consortium. 
She then interned as a Latin 
Teacher and dorm counselor at 
St. Paul’s School in Concord, 
N.H., a time she has always cher- 
ished, and went on to complete 
her M.A. in Teaching: Latin 
and Classical Humanities at the 
University of Massachusetts at 
Amherst. Elizabeth was a well- 
loved Latin teacher at Brattleboro 
Union High School for 20 years, 
taught Virtual High School, 
and tutored many students dur- 
ing the school year and sum- 
mers. She was a member of the 
Guilford Historical Society and 
participated with The Windham 
Philharmonic. Elizabeth spent 
two summers in Greece working 
with AGORA on archeological 
research digs which she found 
immensely fascinating and a 
summer in Rome studying to be 
a guide for high school students 
learning about Roman history. 
These experiences fueled her love 
of vintage fashion, old jewelry, 
and buttons which she collected 
with knowledge and passion. A 
friend and business partner of 
hers recently told her mother 
that he “admired her sense of 
curatorial responsibility, for lan- 
guage and for objects and their 
order in the world.” Elizabeth’s 
love of Vermont started when 
she attended summer music 
camp at Point CounterPoint 


on Lake Dunmore in Leicester 
for several summers. She then 
went on to serve as a counselor 
at the Kinhaven Music School 
in Weston. It was inevitable that 
she would return someday. In 
addition to her parents and her 
dear friend Scott, she is sur- 
vived by her siblings, Reggie 
Gonzalez (Sam), Tania Rossi, 
and Patrick Rossi, nieces Jessica 
and Alexandra Rossi, and Bella 
and Ivy Felizardo, and her be- 
loved dog Oscar. MEMORIAL IN- 
FORMATION: A scholarship fund 
will be set up in Elizabeth’s name 
at Brattleboro Union High School 
at a future date. Donations may 
also be made to the Guilford 
Historical Society, 236 School 
Rd., Guilford, VT 05301. 

¢ Sherwood Marshall 
Smith, 83, of Dummerston. 
Died Nov, 23, 2020, surrounded 
by family and loving caregivers. 
Born May 4, 1937 in Princeton, 
New Jersey to Edgar Stanley 
Smith and Mildred (Suydam) 
Smith, he attended Princeton Day 
School in Lawrenceville. He grad- 
uated from Middlebury College 
with a degree in English in 1959, 
While there, he enrolled in ROTC 
and served in the Army after grad- 
uation. Sherwood taught English 
at Chapin School in Princeton 
before moving to Vermont in 
the late 70’s. For 20 years, he ran 
Baskets Books, owned by his sis- 
ter Jane. Sherwood’s passion for 
reading and poetry was shared 
through a reading group and 
a number of close friends who 
considered him a literary mentor. 
He was a trustee with the West 
Dummerston library for many 
years and received recognition for 
his long service. Sherwood loved 
to be outside with his dogs, going 
fly fishing, hiking, or gardening, 
all of which he did with zest and 
studious intensity. A sometimes 
crusty and cynical personality 
hid a human with a great heart 
who was willing to help anyone 
and loved to do so. Sherwood is 
survived by his sisters, Cynthia 
of Anderson, S.C., and Jane 
W. Smith of Dummerston, his 
brother, Edgar Lee Smith of 
Flemington, N.J., and a special 
friend, Carol Young, as well as 
a community of loving friends. 
MEMORIAL INFORMATION: Burial 
will be in the spring in the fam- 
ily plot in Dummerston Center 
Cemetery. Donations to Lydia 
Taft Pratt Library, P.O. Box 70, 
West Dummerston, VT 05357; 
West Dummerston Volunteer 
Fire Dept., P.O. Box 40, West 
Dummerston, VT 05357; or 
Bayada Hospice, 1222 Putney 
Rd., Suite 107, Brattleboro, VT 
05301. To share a memory or a 
condolence, visit atamaniuk.com. 
ye Suzanne 
e | Woodcock, 

Ae ‘. 91, formerly of 
. Putney. Died 
» Nov. 25, 2020 
-— at Pine Heights 
.— ~22; Nursing Home 

2 2 in Brattleboro, 

following a period of declin- 
ing health. She was born in 
Morrisville, Pa., on March 13, 
1929, the daughter of David and 
Elizabeth (Woodcock) Lukens. 
She was raised and educated 
in Morrisville, graduating from 
Morrisville High School, and later 
went on to attend the Trenton 
(N.J.) School of Art. Although 
a faithful and devoted home- 
maker, she did work locally for 
several businesses that included 
the former Chesterfield Fabrics 
and Linden Gardens Florist, 
both in Brattleboro, and at the 
former Carol Brown Irish Wools 
in Putney. For several years, she 
owned and operated her own 
lamp shade business located in 
the Algiers section of Guilford. 
In her earlier years, she had 
been employed by Lenox China 
in Trenton. Suzanne was an 
accomplished artist who en- 
joyed painting with both oils 
and water colors. She loved mu- 
sic and playing the accordion. 
In recent years, she attended 
Dummerston Congregational 
Church in Dummerston Center. 
She married Dr. Robert D. 
Woodcock; her faithful and lov- 
ing husband predeceased her 
in 2010. Survivors include her 
son, Timothy Woodcock and 
his wife, Melissa. of Aurora, 
Colo.; son-in-law,Jamie Gillespie 
of Putney; and her four grand- 
children, Megan and Becky, 
both of Marblehead, Mass., and 
Anders and Alex, both of Aurora. 
Additionally, she leaves several 
nieces, nephews, great nieces 
and great nephews. Suzanne 
was predeceased by a daughter, 
Dr. Elizabeth “Beth” Woodcock 
Gillespie, in 2015, and a sister, 
Elizabeth Lukens Sines and her 
husband, Daniel. MEMORIAL 
INFORMATION: Services will be 
conducted later in the spring 
of 2021, with burial of her cre- 
mated remains in Dummerston 
Center Cemetery. Donations 
to Pine Heights Nursing Home 
Activities Fund, 187 Oak Grove 
Ave., Brattleboro, VT 05301. To 
share a memory or a condolence, 
Visit atamaniuk.com. 
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THE ARTS 


‘Print Town’ book launches with 
event celebrating three-year effort 


BRATTLEBORO—Print 
Town: Brattleboro’s Legacy of 
Words, published by the Vermont 
Historical Society with an in- 
troduction by Tom Bodett, will 
launch Wednesday, Dec. 9, with 
a Zoom event from 7 to 8 p.m. 

The first half of the launch will 
be moderated by Print Town Art 
Editor Stephanie Greene, a local 
writer whose parents founded 
and ran Brattleboro’s famed 
Stephen Greene Press, along 
with Editor Michael Fleming, 
a freelance writer and longtime 
editor of Norton literary an- 
thologies, and designer James 
F, Brisson, an internationally 
acclaimed book and graphic 
designer. 

The second half, hosted by 
Write Action board member 
Andy Burrows, will celebrate 
the work of the 32 writers who 
contributed 26 chapters and 
multiple, colorful sidebars to the 
285-page book. 

“In its publishing heyday, 
Brattleboro had a reputation 
for producing a larger volume 
of printing per capita than 
any other town in the world,” 
says Fleming, of Brattleboro. 
“Throughout much of the 20th 
century, printing was far and 
away Brattleboro’s most im- 
portant industry and largest 
employer. There are Brattleboro- 
printed books in every literate 
household in America. And 
Brattleboro’s literary legacy 
lives on today as our little town 


continues to draw an amazing 
number of publishers, editors, 
and writers.” 

Each of the 450 first-run cop- 
ies will be hand-numbered and 
signed by Brisson. Attendees 
who purchase a copy at 
brattleborowords.org before Dec. 
10 will be entered in a drawing 
to have their book be one of the 
“low numbered” copies: #10. 

Jen Austin, executive and cre- 
ative director of the Brattleboro 
Words Project, has overseen 
the development and produc- 
tion of Print Town. Contributors 
include Robert R. Anderson, 
Judy Ashkenaz, Austin, Benson 
Bobrick, Tom Bodett, Brisson, 
Arthur A. Burrows, Marshall 
Brooks, Dede Cummings, Arlene 
Distler, Julia Ferrari, Charles 
Fish, Michael Fleming, Castle 
Freeman, Shanta Lee Gander, 
Christina Gibbons, Stephanie 
Greene, Chris Grotke, Rich 
Holschuh, Jacqueline Patterson 
Hooper, John Rice Hooper, 
Mary Ide, Lise LePage, Joyce 
Marcel, Don McLean, Steve 
Minkin, Nancy A. Olson, Rolf 
Parker-Houghton, Joe Rivers, 
Bill Soucy, Lissa Weinmann, 
and Richard M. Wizansky. Local 
artists Stu Copans, Ezra Distler, 
John Dimick, and Elizabeth 
Ungerleider also created origi- 
nal illustrations. 

Members of the commit- 
tee that oversaw the book’s 
development are Austin, 
Burrows, Distler, Greene, Ide, 


Literary Cocktail Hour 
features sportswriter, 
author Tom Callahan 


BRATTLEBORO—Grab 
your favorite drink and join 
author and sports writer Tom 
Callahan on Friday, Dec. 4, at 5 
p.m., for a discussion of his book 
Gods at Play, an entertaining re- 
flection on a life covering the 
great sports figures of our time. 

This book is a penetrating look 
behind the curtain of the sports 
world, from a writer who was 
there for decades as both a news- 
paper and magazine columnist. 

Callahan, a former senior 
writer at Time and sports colum- 
nist at The Washington Post, is the 
author of nine books, including 
The GM, In Search of Tiger, and 
the New York Times bestseller 
Fohnny U. He lives in Reston, Va. 

Callahan wrote 30 cover sto- 
ries for Time during his tenure 
there as the magazine’s sole sport 
columnist, after stints with vari- 
ous newspapers — indeed, the 
festival describes Gods at Play as 
“also a requiem of sorts for the 
bygone days of great newspaper 
sports writing.” 

“It is loaded with as many 


laughs as it is with poignant 
reflections on sports leg- 
ends like Muhammad Ali, 
Roberto Clemente, Pete Rose, 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Wayne 
Gretzky, Arthur Ashe, and even 
Secretariat. 

“And it takes a clear look 
at discrimination in sports, be 
it about race (‘Race has been 
the biggest element in my time 
around sports, and still is....”) or 
sexual orientation, with an ex- 
tended piece about the closeted 
life and AIDS-related death of 
NEL star Jerry Smith.” 

Callahan will be in conver- 
sation with local golf and beer 
writer Tom Bedell in this free 
online event. Register at bit.ly/ 
LitCocktail5. 

Registered participants will 
be able to interact with the au- 
thor in a question-and-answer 
session. You can also watch 
the event livestreamed on the 
Brattleboro Literary Festival’s 
Facebook page (facebook. 
com/brattleborolitfest) without 
registering. 


BMAC hosts online talk 
about figurative painting 


Curator discusses current exhibition of 
10 artists who bucked the movement 
of abstract expressionism 


BRATTLEBORO—Curator 
Karen Wilkin discusses the 
Brattleboro Museum & Art 
Center (BMAC) exhibition 
“Figuration Never Died: New 
York Painterly Painting, 1950- 
1970” on Thursday, Dec. 3, at 
7 p.m., via Zoom and Facebook 
Live. 

On view at BMAC through 
Feb. 14, 2021, “Figuration 
Never Died” highlights a gen- 
eration of New York artists who 
absorbed the lessons of abstract 
expressionism but never aban- 
doned figurative painting. 

The exhibit features work 
by 10 artists: Robert De Niro 
Sr., Lois Dodd, Jane Freilicher, 
Paul Georges, Grace Hartigan, 
Wolf Kahn, Alex Katz, Albert 
Kresch, Paul Resika, and Anne 
Tabachnick. 

“T’ve long been interested 
in the stubbornly independent 
artists of this generation who 
embraced figuration at a time 
when abstraction seemed imper- 
ative,” Wilkin said in a news re- 
lease. “Id already written about 
many of them, including Wolf 
himself, Dodd, Resika, Kresch, 
and Katz.” 

Wilkin said the show “had to 
be tightly focused for installation 
at the Museum, but we had the 
luxury of producing a substan- 
tial, copiously illustrated publica- 
tion to accompany the exhibition 
and extend the life of ‘Figuration 
Never Died’ for years to come.” 

The 120-page book that 
accompanies the exhibit was 
published by The Artist Book 
Foundation and is available for 
purchase in the BMAC Gift 
Shop and at brattleboromuseum. 
org. 

Wilkin added “one sad note” 
about Kahn, who died March 
15 at age 92. 

“Wolf Kahn knew about the 
show and was excited about it. 


He loaned important works,” she 
said. “I wish he had lived to see 
the exhibition installed.” 

Wilkin is a New York-based 
curator and art critic and the ate- 
lier head of art history at the New 
York Studio School of Drawing, 
Painting & Sculpture, where she 
teaches in the M.F.A. program. 

She was educated at Barnard 
College and Columbia University 
and was a Fulbright Fellow and a 
Woodrow Wilson Fellow. 

She is a regular contributor 
to The New Criterion and The 
Wall Street Journal, as well as a 
contributing editor for art for 
The Hudson Review. Her publi- 
cations include monographs on 
Paul Cezanne, Georges Braque, 
Giorgio Morandi, Stuart Davis, 
Anthony Caro, and David Smith. 

Wilkin has organized numer- 
ous exhibitions nationally and in- 
ternationally on modern painters 
and sculptors, including Davis, 
Caro, Smith, Hans Hofmann, 
Milton Avery, Judith Rothschild, 
and Helen Frankenthaler. 


To participate in the lvestream, 
follow the link from the event 
posted on the museum website 
(brattleboromuseum.com). 


Brattleboro Books 


Since 1988 


Temporary home to the 
area’s best USED books. 


25,000 Used Books 
All Kinds 


Open THUR. - SUN. 


12p - 4p (at minimum) 


Please call for current info. 


Now with the option for 
contactless payments. 
Tap, dip or swipe. 

36 Elliot Street 
802-257-7777 
brattleborobooks@myfairpoint.net 





and Parker-Houghton. Ide and 
Greene also curated two exhibits 
at Brooks Memorial Library on 
Brattleboro’s print and publish- 
ing history as part of the Words 
Project. 

Limited first-edition copies 
of the book, printed locally by 
Howard Printing, Inc., may be 
ordered in advance for a $40 
donation via the project website 
(brattleborowords.org), where par- 
ticipants of the book launch can 
also register for the event. 

Proceeds from the sale will 
help fund ongoing work related 
to the book, including a collec- 
tion of oral histories from print- 
ers and publishers to be added 
to the Brattleboro Words Trail. 

That project of community- 
created, audio-based tours ag- 
gregating the unique cultural 
heritage of the area in an un- 
precedented way, goes live on 
Tuesday, Dec. 15, with a Zoom 
event from 7 to 8:30 p.m. 


Across 
1. Traffic caution 
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. Super Bowl side 
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. Encourage 
. “Oh, my!” 
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Hospital count 
How-__ 
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‘Great Reconcilation’ community 
art projection begins Dec. 4 


BRATTLEBORO— 
Activist-artists Steve Wangh 
and Julie Snorek of VTArt- 
Rising, supported by 
350Brattleboro, will present 
an outdoor, digital exhibition 
from Dec. 4 through Dec. 
11 in Main Street storefront 
windows. 

Organizers say the aim of 
the exhibition, “The Great 
Reconciliation,” is “to support 
community reconciliation and 
healing in light of a divisive po- 
litical period.” 

Images will light up store- 
front windows nightly from 
4:30 to 6:30 p.m. 

To view the exhibit, stroll up 
Main Street past the Latchis 
Hotel (50 Main St.), then the 
former Twin Flames Taqueria 
(95 Main St.), then finally the 
former Delectable Mountain 
space (125 Main St.) to see the 


works of art in what organizers 
call “an extended gallery walk.” 

Fifty-two digital images from 
22 artists will be back- pro- 
jected onto the windows “in a 
rolling manner that allows for 
a strolling observation of the 
exhibit,” the presenting art- 
ists say. 

The artists of the Great 
Reconciliation contributing 
photographs of their artworks 
include Theo Bollin, Becca 
Blust, Lucy Jane Congleton, 
Alex Cook, Ralph DeAnna 
(whose work is also show- 
ing in the display at Vermont 
Artisan Designs), Kat Gooch- 
Breault, Kathy Levine, Robert 
Markey, Kris McDermet, 
Maddie McDougall, students 
of Middle Gate Elementary 
School in Newtown, Conn., 
Karen Kamenetzky, James 
Paul, Pamela Rickard, Susan 


BRENDAN EMMETT QUIGLEY 


COMMONS CROSSWORD 


Rosano, Lori Schreiner, Ilona 
Shaoul, JK Wangh, Penelope 
Weiss, Martha Werman, Peter 
Vacchina, and Mimi Yahn. 
While most of the artwork 
can be seen on the rolling vir- 
tual exhibit (50 and 125 Main 
St.), several works will be dis- 
played live at 95 Main St. 
VTArt-Rising is a small 
group of volunteers galva- 
nized by the efforts of 350VT 
in Brattleboro. It was founded 
by Stephen Wangh, arts pro- 
fessor emeritus at New York 
University and a playwright. 


For more information about 
VTArt-Rising or contributing 
artists, contact Steve Wangh 
at stephenwangh@yahoo.com 
or Fulie Snorek at juliesnorek@ 
gmail.com. 
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39. Bite N/O|T A|c|o|G E TO 
40. Fretted instrument S|N/A/P A|RIE|N/A/S Di IN L/A|H[R 
45. D sharp’s alias S|H|OJE|S/P|AIN/O|LIRIDIAIN|T/E|IM[oleE 
46. Like a new coat of paint Hi'E|TIU|RIN\/E|D/H/|I1|M/S/E/L/F/A/R/O/UIN|D 
48. Bit of gossip A|G|A/R AIS|IIA O|N|TLO M|A;L|A/[R 
50. Distribute anew RiO/B/B/E/REOIN/E|PlaAli{[RieiGli|slelcle 
53. Threw a party for P|A/L/A|C/E BE) CL U0 PPS. E UIN(I/T/E/S 
55. Beginning gamers, say s|TlEIN|o|s—pieim[Pl|sleE|yMemMlels|siels 
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PUBLICATION OF THE CROSSWORD IS UNDERWRITTEN BY 


Brattleboro Tire 


558 Putney Rd., Brattleboro * 254-5411 


*up to 5 qts 


| PLUS FREE SAFETY DRIVING CHECK OVER 
INCLUDES 30 POINT COURTESY CHECK 
) ¢ Fluids * Belts * Hoses * Steering « Brakes 
¢ Lights & Much More Upon Request 
*($3.00 disposal fee) Most cars. Special diesel oil & filter extra. 
Call for appt. Offer ends 12/31/20. No other discounts apply. 


[mera Courtesy cars or rides eee cee, honor all 
Pre aco available at no cost eee cee, S coupons 


L 


LOCALLY OWNED FOR OVER 41 YEARS 
WE DO TIRES AND 
ALL UNDER CAR SERVICE 


WINTER WEATHER IS HERE...NOW IS THE TIME 
TO SET UP AN APPOINTMENT 


WINTER TIRES 
BUY 3 GET 1 


FREE 


Tire shipments 
coming in daily! 


Valid through 12/31 


CHARGING 
SYSTEM 
CHECK 


LS 
BATTERIES 


tt 
Idd 


Expires 12/31 


VT State en Sticker #12 


en 


IS DUE NOW 
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— Xfinity Upgrade Support Wa eae 


Car & 


Sales Event 
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xfinity mobile 





This Black Friday, 
Internet & Mobile meet 
awesome savings. 


During the Xfinity Black Friday Sales Event, you can get $200 back when you get Xfinity Internet and 

add Xfinity Mobile. That's huge savings on fast, reliable Internet and Mobile with nationwide 5G included 
on the most reliable network. And that means more of the family-calling, video-gaming, binge-watching, 
viral-videoing awesome you love. Now that’s how you do Black Friday right. 


Xfinity Internet 


S 99. Ask how to add 
5 month Xfinity Mobile 


Paperless billing and 





autopay required and save even more when you add Xfinity Mobile 
Equip., taxes, and other charges extra with new line activation and transfer of phone number 
and subj. to change. See details below. within 90 days of Internet purchase 


The Xfinity Black Friday Sales Event ends December 7. 
Go to xfinity.com, call 1-800-XFINITY, or visit an Xfinity Store today. 


xfinity 


Internet offer requires enrollment in both automatic payments and paperless billing. Must enroll within 30 days of placing order for advertised offer. Without enrollment, service charge automatically increases by $10/mo. 
12-month automatic payment and paperless billing discount appears on bill within 30 days of enrolling. If either automatic payments or paperless billing are canceled during the 12-month period, or if service is downgraded 
to Limited Basic only, the $10/mo. discount will be discontinued. Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. Limited to new residential Performance 100 Mbps Internet customers only. Equipment, installation, taxes 
and fees, and subject to change during and after promo. After promo, regular rates apply. Comcast's service charge for Performance Internet is $77.95/mo. (subj. to change). Service limited to a single outlet. May not be 
combined with other offers. Internet: Actual speeds vary and are not guaranteed. For factors affecting speed, visit www.xfinity.com/networkmanagement. Mobile: Xfinity Mobile requires residential post-pay Xfinity 
Internet. Line limitations may vary. For Xfinity Mobile Broadband Disclosures, visit www.xfinity.com/mobile/policies/broadband-disclosures. Xfinity Mobile utilizes the highest ranked network from RootMetrics® 1H 
2020 US report. WiFi networks not tested. Results may vary. Award is not endorsement. Individual programs and marks are property of their respective owners. Prepaid card offer: Must remain an Xfinity Mobile customer 
and maintain the Xfinity Internet service required for the offer for 90 days with account in good standing. Prepaid Card mailed to Comcast account holder within 18 weeks of activation of all required services and expires in 
180 days. The Xfinity Mobile logo and “o” marks are trademark of Comcast. Call for restrictions and complete details. © 2020 Comcast. All rights reserved. NPA233814-0005 NED-WNE-SVCC-BF-V1 
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 


In search 
of common 
ground 


Democrats, Progressives, 

and Republicans all have our 
differences, but more voices 
make for better bills. But tf the 
GOP in Vermont maintains 
absolute fealty to Trump, it will 
be hard to find a starting point. 


Putney 

UR FAMILY called 

them “Vermont 

Appreciation Trips” 

— our journeys out of 
state before COVID-19 limited 
travel. Usually, the best part 
would be getting back home. 
When we'd pass the “Welcome 
to Vermont” sign on the inter- 
state, it would always bring a 
big smile. 

We all have our own best 
reasons for why Vermont is the 
best place to live and why we 
miss it when we go away. While 
the green hills are superficial 
beauty, I see our state’s deeper 
beauty in its people. 

We’ve shown this beauty 
during the pandemic. With 
kindness, generosity and the 
willingness to sacrifice for oth- 
ers, Vermonters and their 
Vermont values are getting us 
through this tough time. 


ALL THIS Is a reminder of 
why I have sought to serve 

as an elected public servant 
in the Vermont House of 
Representatives. It’s also why, 
with the election now past us, 
I’m eager to get back to work 
in our “part-time, citizen-” 
Legislature in January. 

Vermont voters clearly ac- 
knowledged the work of 
Gov. Phil Scott and the large 
Democratic majorities in the 
Vermont House and Senate 
by returning them to lead 
Vermont in the 2021-22 
Legislative session. 

Also within that vote, 
Vermonters resoundingly re- 
jected any thoughts of using 
the Trump model of leadership 
to guide us through COVID-19 
or the other issues challeng- 
ing us. 

Gov. Scott received an over- 
whelming majority in his re- 
election by distancing himself 
from the actions and policies of 


MIKE MROWICKI is 
one of the two representatives 
of the Windham-4 district 
(Putney, Dummerston, and 
Westminster). 


the current president. 

Likewise, Democrats ran 
as the polar opposite of this 
president and were rewarded 
with twice as many members 
of their party as Republicans 
in the House (92-46), and a 
larger majority in the Senate 
(23-7). 

Democrats not only ran on 
addressing COVID-19 but also 
striving for an economy that 
works for all, not just an elite 
few. We recognize that working 
and middle-class Vermonters 
are the backbone of our econ- 
omy, and we will continue to 
push efforts to support them. 

We will do so by fighting 
for paid family leave, a policy 
whose value is being greatly 
amplified as more moms had 
to curtail work to take care of 
family during the pandemic. 

Democrats also ran on ad- 
dressing climate, racial and 
social justice, health care, 
broadband, and education, 
among other issues. 


Now, AS OUR Republican col- 
leagues rightly rejoice about 
adding three seats in the House 
and one in the Senate, I look 
forward to working together 
where we can find common 
ground. 

However, it may be helpful 
to state the obvious: If they are 
taking their cues from the head 
of the state GOP, Deborah 
Billado, and her absolute fe- 
alty to everything Trump-ian, 
we will struggle to find a viable 
starting point. 

Political differences between 
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The School for 
International 
Training’s 
Sandanona 
Graduate Center, 
circa 1963, 
shortly after 

the institution 
pivoted and began 
training Peace 
Corps volunteers. 


A new program 


Jor our changing 


world 
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EXPERIMENT 


INTERNATIONAL LIVING 






US.PEACE CORPS ae 


THE 


PUTNEY. VERMONT 


TRAINING CENTER 
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COURTESY OF THE WORLD LARNING INSTITUTIONAL ARCHIVES 


This is not the first time that SIT has created an 
innovative program designed to respond to the 
immediate needs of our world in a time of crisis 


Dummerston 


ACK IN 1932, when 

Donald B. Watt cre- 

ated the Experiment 

in International 
Living, he started a new trend 
in education. His belief that 
experience is the best teacher 
resulted in the idea of sending 
students abroad in order to 
learn firsthand about people 
and places instead of simply 
reading about them in a class- 
room setting. 

Today, the term “experien- 
tial education” captures ex- 
actly what Watt had in mind 
when he created one of the 
premier educational exchange 
organizations at that time, one 
that eventually grew into a 
worldwide federation of mul- 
tiple countries. 

Each summer, from 1932 
until 1938, groups traveled 


BEATRIZ FANTINI ts professor emerita from SIT, where 


she worked for 50 years. She 1s a freelance writer 


lished short stones in her native Bolivia and in Venezuela. She 
lives in Dummerston with her husband Alvino Fantim, an SIT 


professor emeritus. 


Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin 
America, and the Middle 
East. 

In 1962, it was no coinci- 
dence that the Experiment, 
located in Putney, was cho- 
sen to train the first group of 
Peace Corps volunteers. 


and has pub- 


to Austria, France, Germany, 
and Spain, where they spent 
time living with a host fam- 
ily and learning about the lo- 
cal culture and language. 
Unfortunately, Europe soon 
became engulfed in World 
War II, and programs were 
suspended. 

As aresult, Watt decided to 
bring students from Europe 
to the United States and, 
in 1939, a group of young 
Germans arrived in New 
York. For obvious reasons, 
the timing was difficult and 
host families were difficult to 


find as the Nazis became pow- 
erful in Europe. Nevertheless, 
the group completed the pro- 
gram in the U.S. and returned 
to Germany. 

When U.S. students could 
no longer travel to Europe, 
Watt expanded his search to 
other sites. After making con- 
tacts in Mexico and Peru, he 
began sending groups to these 
new countries. 

When the organization cel- 
ebrated its 80th anniversary, 
the Experiment was function- 
ing in numerous countries on 
several continents, including 


Peace Corps Director 
Sargent Shriver had been 
an Experimenter and group 
leader to Austria in the 1930s 
and, because of this experi- 
ence, he was convinced that 
the program would be the 
best organization to provide 
both language and intercul- 
tural training. 

As the number of Peace 
Corps projects increased, 
Jack Wallace, then-vice-pres- 
ident of the Experiment, 
searched in the area to find a 
larger and more permanent 
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Proud to be a first-generation college student in Vermont 


‘We had grown up seeing the limitations that exist for people without college degrees. We 
were inspired to do what our families had not had the opportunity to do. And we were 
helped along the way by countless teachers and faculty who cheered us on along the way.’ 


West Dummerston 
N ALL THE CHAOS Of the election, it would 
be easy to lose track of the fact that Nov. 
8 was National First-Generation Student 
Day. This day was meant to highlight and 
celebrate those who are the first in their family 
to attend college. 

I am proud to be one of those Vermonters. 
And I feel compelled to express my deep appre- 
ciation of my fellow first-generation students as 
well as gratitude to the institution that made my 
dreams of higher education possible. 

If any Vermont students reading this are try- 
ing to decide if and where they will go to col- 
lege, I hope they might feel inspired by my 
experience. 

I also hope that those with the power to fund 
the Vermont State Colleges System will take 
note of the importance of our state colleges to 
first-generation families. 


SINCE I was a young child, my family’s world 
revolved around my education. Every night be- 
fore bed, my dad and I would sit together in 
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HALEY FRECHETTE, a 2017 graduate 
of Brattleboro Union High School, 1s a member 
of the class of 2024 in the Doctor of Pharmacy 
Program at the Albany College of Pharmacy 
and Health Sciences in Albany, N.Y. (Editor’s 
note: We accidentally let this contribution lin- 
ger past November, the designated month for 
celebrating first-generation college students, but 
we believe that the message holds up any time 
of the year.) 


his recliner, and he would read books to me. 
Eventually, that turned into my reading books 
to him. 

As I grew up, these moments became fewer, 
but the effects of those countless nights prac- 
ticing reading cemented my commitment to 
academics. 

Even though — and, perhaps, because — nel- 
ther of my parents earned a college degree, they 
know how important my academic studies are, 
both for me personally and for my future. 


My dad attended trade school and became a 
master electrician. My mom started to attend 
college for accounting but was forced to drop 
out after her first semester after struggling finan- 
cially. After her experiences, she was determined 
that lack of money would not keep me from at- 
tending school and building a bright future for 
myself. 

There was, however, one looming issue: how 
in the world was I going to pay for school if tu- 
ition alone would exceed $50,000 per year? 


I LEARNED THAT if you attend a public univer- 
sity in the state in which you live, tuition is typ- 
ically less expensive. During my sophomore 
year of high school, I discovered Johnson State 
College (now Northern Vermont University). 
This small community-oriented campus with 
beautiful views piqued my interest. 

Coming from a small school, the idea of mak- 
ing the jump to a huge university made me anx- 
ious. Knowing that the student-to-teacher ratios 
at NVU were around 15:1 calmed some of this 
nervousness. 


In a neighborhood off the beaten path but very close to downtown is this charming 2 story 
farm house style home. The level lot will be great for gardening and family gatherings. You will 
be very comfortable relaxing on the covered south facing porch. Enjoy the spacious renovated 
and updated kitchen with a great pantry and under cabinet lighting. There are 3 more rooms 
on the first floor that are open to many uses. Two rooms can be used as a 1st floor bedroom/ 
sitting room with french doors and the living room. Or set up your living room, den and office 
on the 1st floor. The 2nd floor has 3 spacious bedrooms. The whole home has plenty of natural 
light. The home has had wiring updated, insulation installed to improve heating and cooling 
efficiency. Chimney has been lined. Laundry hookups in the 1st floor bath and in the basement. 


Exclusive: $218,000 





I chose NVU for a number of reasons. I loved 
that it’s a small, tight-knit community perched 
on top of a beautiful mountain. It would be an 
affordable way for my family to see me through 
my degree. And it would offer me a high-quality 
education and the skills that are critical for suc- 
cess in life as a young adult post-college. 

From the moment I set foot on campus, I 
knew that this place was where I wanted to be. 

I had found my community. 


A SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER of NVU’s students are 
the first in their family to attend college. 

I was surrounded by students who were as 
motivated as I was. We all felt lucky to be there 
because we had grown up seeing the limitations 
that exist for people without college degrees. 

We were inspired to do what our families 
had not had the opportunity to do. No one was 
there to waste time. And we were helped along 
the way by countless teachers and faculty who 
cheered us on along the way. 

I graduated in the spring of 2020 with my 
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BellvilleRealty.com 


Susan Bellville 
802-257-7979 X2 
255 Western Ave, Brattleboro, VT 
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FROM SECTION FRONT 


Facades 
and fantasies 


Donald J. Trump might have 
experienced financial or 
personal failures before and he 
has explained them away. But 
he has never been fired before. 


Brattleboro 
OW DO YOU KNOW 
when’s it’s time to 
step back, sit down, 
or go home? When 
do you know the job is done? 

These questions confront al- 
most every working person no 
matter the field; athletic, cor- 
porate, professional, or public 
(as in politician). Eventually, 
we all must face our own work 
mortality — hopefully, long be- 
fore our actual one. 

People work for many rea- 
sons: status, power, wealth, 
community, or simple survival. 
Most have faced mini-retire- 
ments during our careers, some 
voluntary, some not. It is un- 
usual to find someone who has 
not been laid off, transferred, 
fired, or “externally reposi- 
tioned” during their working 
life. 

But the challenge of fac- 
ing the big one — when you go 
home forever — is not some- 
thing that most do well or are 
well-prepared for, especially 
if you have your personal and 
professional identity so inter- 
twined that you are afraid that 
you might not know who you 
are and might be afraid to con- 
front that person you don’t 
know well — you. 


CURRENTLY, OUR White House 
resident seems to be playing 
out this drama in public for 

all to see. Where would he go, 
what would he do? 

He has built a sand castle 
around himself his whole ca- 
reer without ever having to 
confront the reality of who he 
really is. He is not alone. I sup- 
pose that many of us have done 
something similar, although 
maybe not on the same scale. 

Donald J. Trump might have 
experienced financial or per- 
sonal failures before and he has 
explained them away. But he 
has never been fired before. 

He has been the “fire-er,” 
not the “fire-ee.” And now, he 
has experienced the most pub- 
lic of firings in this presidential 
election year. 

He cannot explain it away 
with excuses of the economy or 
other external exigencies. This 


JIM FREEDMAN :; 

a leadership consultant 
whose latest book, published 
this year, 1s Becoming 

a Leader: Identity, 
Influence, and the Power 
of Reflection. 


election was a referendum on 
“the Donald.” He failed and 
was summarily fired. 


Wuy Do HIs followers so will- 
ingly accept the president’s 
allegation — with no substan- 
tiation — that the election was 
rigged? 

Perhaps because in his fail- 
ure, they recognize themselves 
and their own unwillingness to 
accept the truth of the collapse 
of their own personal facades 
and fantasies. If they could not 
personally succeed, they could 
succeed vicariously through the 
imaginary success of the public 
image of Trump. 

But now, the real Trump 
is exposed, and his support- 
ers cannot accept this or them- 
selves. They are naked and 
vulnerable. There must be 
some other explanation, how- 
ever fantastical or conspirato- 
rial it might be. 

As Polontus once advised his 
son, Laertes, in Hamlet, “This 
above all: to thine own self be 
true/And it must follow, as the 
night the day/thou canst not 
then be false to any man.” 

We have seen ample evi- 
dence in Trump’s four years of 
public life, and before that, that 
he might have circled the truth, 
but there is little evidence that 
he ever actually landed on it or 
would know if he did. 

So the continuing creation 
and re-creation and manipu- 
lation of his public image has 
been his secret sauce. To what 
extent will he go to protect it? 
How much does the prospect 
of knowing his true self frighten 
him? 


I CAN SPEAK for myself, on 
careful reflection, that my own 
mirror is not exactly spot free, 
and it would be easy to blame 
my own failures on externalities 


Spacious assisted living apartments available! 
Opportunity to join our 
award-winning community! 


1 BEDROOM APARTMENTS with private bath, 
choice of full kitchen/kitchenette, emergency call system, 
options for in-house meals, laundry, cleaning, and 
personal care services; hospital nearby. 


We have options for supportive and assisted living. 


To inquire and for an application, 
call 802-365-4115 x104 


Equal Housing Opportunity 


Valley Cares is a 2013 National Excellence in Action 
Award Winner! 








PUBLIC 


NOTICES 


To place your legall/public notice! 
ad, call 888-511-5150 or email 
ads@commonsnews.org 


NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC SALE: 


The following self-storage Cube contents 
containing household and other goods 
will be sold for cash by CubeSmart, 62 
Old Ferry Road, Brattleboro, VT 05301 
to satisfy a lien on Friday, December 
18, 2020 at approx. 11:00 am at www. 
storagetreasures.com. 


Cube #F07, Michelle Carrasquillo; Cube 
#114, Kathryn Rounds; Cube #L23, Krystal 
Waters. 


NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC SALE: 


The following self-storage Cube contents 
containing household and other goods 
will be sold for cash by CubeSmart, 125 
Potter Industrial Drive, Westminster, 
VT 05158 to satisfy a lien on Friday, 
December 18, 2020 at approx. 12:00 pm 


at www.storagetreasures.com. 


Cube# W147, Anthony Pellerin; Cube# 
W206, Peter Garrett. 


@ New SIT program 


training center and acquired 

the Sandanona estate near 

Brattleboro as a second site. 
There, Peace Corps proj- 

ects continued as a regu- 

lar activity for many years, 

preparing trainees for 

many countries, includ- 

ing Afghanistan, Brazil, the 


Dominican Republic, Gabon, 


India, Iran, Pakistan, and 
Venezuela. 
After acquiring the new lo- 


cation, the Sandanona Center 


also received requests to ori- 
ent incoming African and 
Latin American scholarship 
students in language and cul- 


tural preparation for their en- 
try into American universities. 


Additional intensive 
English programs were also 
started for international stu- 
dents from many countries, 
many of whom had visits 
and home stays with peo- 
ple throughout this region 
of Vermont, especially in 
Brattleboro. 

The Sandanona Training 
Center later became the 
accredited School for 
International Training (SIT), 
an institution well-known 
to area residents. In 1967, 
SIT started an International 
Career Training Program, 
an innovative graduate pro- 
gram to prepare people for 
international work, and a 
program created years later 
by other institutions such as 
the Monterey Institute and 
Thunderbird University. 

Given its extensive experi- 
ence in teaching languages, 
SIT also added its Master of 
Arts in Teaching Languages 
(MATL) program in 1968. 

This program was unique 
in its approach to the train- 


ing of language educators and 


the teaching of languages. 


The program design included 


teaching internships situated 
between two semesters, all 
of which could be completed 
within one year. 

Many of the students in 


both SIT programs conducted 


their internships abroad in 
a foreign country. While the 
MATL program began with 


French and Spanish teachers, 
English was added the second 


beyond my control. 

Hiding behind the curtain of 
my own fabrication may pro- 
vide temporary respite, but ul- 
timately it is unfulfilling and 
a potential source of my own 
self-destruction. We all must 
face our own demons eventu- 
ally. I take no pleasure in point- 
ing out the glaring cracks in 
the facade of our most public 
representative. 

I can only say that I recog- 
nize them for what they are, 
and I know I have and must 
continue to grapple with my 
own. 

Finally, the difference be- 
tween Trump and me is that 
the state of our nation and de- 
mocracy is at stake. My failure 
is personal and painful for me 
and may have brought pain to 
those closest to me. But I will 
not drag down a nation and a 
people by my failure to deal 
with myself. 
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timetrade 


Brattleboro Time Trade exchanges 
Time Credits, a community 
currency that anyone can earn by 
using their time, resources, skills 
or energy to help others. 


802-246-1199 
www.brattleborotimetrade.org 


year at a time when few pro- 
grams offered a master’s de- 
gree in teaching English as a 
second/foreign language. 

Over the years, the key to 
SIT’s success has been its 
ability to continually respond 
to the needs of the times 
and to develop innovative 
programs. 

Its next successful venture 
was creation of a World Issues 
Program designed for stu- 
dents transferring from other 
colleges to complete their ju- 
nior and senior years. This 
two-year undergraduate pro- 
gram focused on environmen- 
tal studies, climate change, 
population, and other press- 
ing world issues. 

Again, field experience con- 
stituted an important com- 
ponent of the program. Years 
later, as study of these areas 
became specializations, many 
other colleges came up with 
similar programs. 

SIT’s other undergradu- 
ate offering is Academic 
Semester Abroad programs, 
an initiative that it began in 
the 1950s and that contin- 
ued to grow significantly over 
the years. While most col- 
leges with study-abroad of- 
ferings commonly focused on 
France, Germany, Italy, and 
Spain, SIT offered programs 
to both these and other non- 
traditional destinations such 
as Australia, Belize, Bolivia, 
Cameroon, Chile, China, 
Cuba, Ghana, India, Jamaica, 
Kenya, Mexico, Mozambique, 
Nepal, Nicaragua, Peru, 
Vietnam, and South Africa. 

Last March, however, 
given the pandemic, SIT had 
to bring back students from 
many of these countries. This 
had happened before. When 
the Gulf War started, SIT had 
to bring students who were in 
the Middle East back to the 
US. 

Again, the Experiment and 
SIT changed the destination 
of programs and intensified 
activity in Latin America. 


THE EARLY International 
Career training Program 

eventually developed into 
a master’s program in 


No matter what mountain 
we might climb during our 
working life, we can never en- 
joy the view unless we realize 
that the most important chal- 
lenges we face are internal and 
those of our own making. 

If we cannot enjoy the view, 
we need to look internally 
first and follow the advice of 
Buddha: that your life may be 
measured by how gracefully 
you let go of things not meant 
for you. 

“Hey, Mr. President — it’s 
time to let go!” 


International Management, 
which focused on areas such 
as international education, 
peace and conflict resolution, 
and sustainable development, 
among others. 

The Master of Arts in 
Teaching Languages focused 
primarily on Teaching English 
to Speakers of other languages 
(TESOL) and now with an 
emphasis in plurilingualism. 
Today, due to measures im- 
posed by the pandemic, SIT, 
as with many colleges and 
universities, has had to adapt 
its programs temporarily to 
different formats of delivery, 
mainly online instruction. 


CONTINUING ITs traditional 
experiential approach to edu- 
cation, SIT has recently de- 
veloped and now offers its 
first doctoral level program. 

According to SIT President 
Sophia Howlett: “This three- 
year program responds to the 
needs of professionals seek- 
ing to accelerate their careers 
in global education, whether 
in their local communities or 
abroad.” 

This new hybrid doctorate 
in global education (Ed.D.) 
combines rigorous online 
coursework with short resi- 
dencies in Vermont to fit the 
needs of part- and full-time 
professionals seeking to rap- 
idly accelerate their careers 
while tackling highly relevant 
issues in global education. 

Drawn from SIT’s in- 
depth, reflective practice and 
intensive research training, 
the program gives students 
the tools they need to excel in 
an increasingly diverse, com- 
petitive, and interdisciplinary 
world. 

The program’s unique fea- 
tures include strong theoreti- 
cal grounding in comparative 
and international education, 
four rigorous research meth- 
ods courses, as well as re- 
flective practice, doctoral 
seminars conducted through- 
out the entire program, build- 
ing a community of practice 
with a dissertation advisor’s 
guidance and peer support. 

Students pursue research 
topics of their own choosing 


and may use their work set- 
tings as actual research sites. 
Finally, the flexible program 
design allows students to 
pursue their own specializa- 
tions in education at any level, 
in any subfield, and at any 
location. 


FACULTY FOR the new doc- 
toral program includes a 
range of professors who have 
lived and worked internation- 
ally, who are from a variety of 
countries, and who firmly be- 
lieve in the value of an experi- 
ential educational approach. 

Dr. Alla Korzh, the pro- 
gram chair, is herself an in- 
ternational individual. Born 
and raised in Ukraine, she has 
witnessed both the Soviet and 
the post-Soviet era and its ef- 
fects on the people and the 
culture of her own country of 
origin. With an interest in lan- 
guages, cultures, and peoples 
of other countries, she be- 
came deeply interested in the 
intercultural relationships and 
international development. 

Given her exposure to dif- 
ferent educational systems in 
Ukraine and the U.S., she has 
developed a passion for inter- 
national and global education, 
and in her research and non- 
profit practice she has focused 
on equalizing educational op- 
portunities and enhancing 
educational experiences for 
most marginalized children, 
youth, and adults. She is de- 
voted to helping other people 
develop interest in examining 
educational issues and sys- 
tems around the world. 

World Learning’s School 
for International Training will 
welcome the first cohort to 
this three-year doctoral pro- 
gram in June 2021. In keep- 
ing with its past record, SIT 
continues through this new 
offering to develop innova- 
tive ideas and programs that 
respond to the needs of our 
times and that hopefully will 
contribute to promoting in- 
ternational understanding 
among the peoples of the 
world. 


B Common ground 


the three main parties in the 
Legislature can engender 
healthy dialogue that benefits 
us all. Democrats, Progressives, 
and Republicans all have our 
differences, but more voices 
make for better bills. 

With more tough times 
ahead, the more we’re pull- 
ing together, the better it will 
be for Vermonters. That’s how 
we'll get through COVID-19 


FROM SECTION FRONT 


and all the other work of the 
people we’ve been entrusted to 
undertake. 

And that’s how we can cre- 
ate more and better reasons 
for seeing any time away from, 
or even inside Vermont, as a 


Vermont Appreciation Trip. 
We have much to appreciate 


and be grateful for in Vermont. 
So, bring on 2021, and let’s 
get to work. 


@ First-generation students 


bachelor of science degree in 
biology, with a concentration 
in pre-medical biology. I grad- 
uated in three years and was 
honored as magna cum laude. 

None of this happened by 
accident. 

I take full credit for my 


Transcribing, Editing 
and Proofreading 
Services 


Accurate, Confidential, 
Fast Turn-Around, Fair Pricing 
Elizabeth: 
elizabethjulia88@aol.com; 
802-257-7475 





WANTED TREES FOR LOGGING 


Ash trees a specialty cut before 
Emerald Ash Borer gets them 
Paying 300MBF for Ash 
Also cut other woods. 
Firewood No Pulp 


SAM GARFIELD 802-565-4692 


LORI FRANDINO 
ANTIQUE & VINTAGE ORIENTAL RUGS 
Good selection of older rugs, many with slight to 
moderate wear and very affordable. 


P.O. Box 218 
Walpole, NH 03608 


603-756-3982 


frandino@comcast.net 


motivation and drive. But I 
also couldn’t have done it with- 
out NVU. And I know Iam 
not alone in feeling this deep 
gratitude. 


SO AS WE celebrate first-gen- 
eration students at NVU and 
on a national level during 
November, I want to acknowl- 
edge all of my fellow first-gen 
students. 

I see you, and I’m proud of 
you. 

I know it can be a tough 
road when you are the first 
one in your family to walk it. 


FROM SECTION FRONT 


Things that may seem obvi- 
ous to students whose families 
are well-versed with the college 
experience are all new and re- 
quire learning curves for first 
gens. 

And I thank NVU for pro- 
viding me and people like me 
with access to such an out- 
standing higher education that 
had in the past seemed elu- 
sive. You are helping to nur- 
ture generations of Vermonters 
who will in turn work to make 
this state and this world a bet- 
ter place. 
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QUESTIONS? 


Tired of feeling out of control? 


Patient, Sympathetic Coaching 


Macs « Windows 
iPads « Tablets 





Annamarie 802-451-1941 
PatientSympatheticCoaching.com 


©; LAWTON eae 


a7 cenliabaenlhsti bch heii te thd Mi dillon z 
— ve Done it Right for Decades!” 


WE ARE OPEN! 


Locally Owned 
~ Residential and Commercial ~ 
Our Own In-house Installation Team 


Ceramic Tile 
Hardwood 
Carpet 


Bamboo 
Vinyl 







Cork 
Area Rugs 
Marmoleum 


972 Putney Road, Unit 3, Brattleboro, VT 


www.lawtonfloordesign.com 802-254-9303 





THE COMMONS ° Wednesday, December 2, 2020 


AROUND THE TOWNS 





493 Stebbins Rd. 


Vernon, VT 


Putney Public BUHS hosts drive- Christmas in Grafton Festival, Dummerston Cercle ara 

° f Llecti the Auxiliary will sell freshly cut k lunt ‘fst A 
Library suspends up food collection Vermont trees near the Phelps S€€KS Volunteers no) SO) ANC) | ae hte 
in-person visits for Project Feed Barn at the Grafton Inn on for town boards 


PUTNEY — In an effort 
to keep staff and the commu- 
nity healthy, the Putney Public 


BRATTLEBORO — A drive- 
in collection organized by the 
Brattleboro Union High School 


Saturday, Dec. 5 and Sunday, 
Dec. 6, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Any remaining trees will be 
available at the Grafton Village 


DUMMERSTON — The 
Selectboard is looking for volun- 
teers to fill the positions of plan- 


Library has suspended in-person Student Council for Project Feed Garage. ning commissioner (four-year “=a © 
visits to the library for the next the Thousands will take place on Trees of various types, rang- term) and health officer (three- area = 
two weeks. Saturday, Dec. 5, from 8a.m.to ing from 5 to 10 feet, will be year term). Tho mpso n House 
No-contact pickup borrowing noon, and Sunday, Dec. 6, from available. Local delivery can be The board also seeks to fill the ee ~ 
will continue. Anyone who would noon to 4 p.m., in the parking arranged. following positions, each with a JOIN OUR TEAM | ; 
like to reserve an item or access lot at Brattleboro Union High Even though the Christmas one-year term: two Development = se 
their online account to place School. in Grafton event will be scaled Review Board alternates, assis- FULL TIME 3-11 LNA 
holds may contact Librarian Donations of cash or non-per- back this year, itis rumored that tant zoning administrator, two $1000 SIGN ON BONUS = 
Emily Zervas for their login in- ishable food are welcome. Santa may be passing through animal control officers, two = 
formation at Emily@putneylibrary. . to check out the decorations Windham Regional Commission e 
org or 802-387-4407. Christmas plans MOVE = around the Village on his way to representatives, delinquent- a | a 
The library’s board will re- forward in Grafton the North Pole. tax collector, and a member of PER DIEM NURSES & LNA’S 7" 


evaluate this decision during 
the week of Dec. 7. To stay up 
to date on services, announce- 


GRAFTON — Members of 
the Grafton Fire and Rescue 


Grafton Firefighters have been 
asked to be ready with a fire en- 
gine to escort Santa around the 


the Social Services Advisory 
Committee. 
If you are interested in serving 


$750 SIGN ON BONUS 
with 24hr commitment 


ments, and virtual programs, sign Auxiliary say they continue to Village. As more information in one of these positions, send a PART TIME 11-7 NURSE  — 
up for the library’s email news- be constant in their support of becomes available, it will be letter of interest to Selectboard@ $2500 SIGN ON BONUS 
! —<its 


letter at putneylibrary.org. 


local First Responders and the 


posted on the Grafton Fire and 


dummerston.org. 


community. Rescue page on Facebook (bit. ° FULL TIME RN 
As part of the annual _ly/590-grafton-fire-rescue). Windham County Si Ra apORE CRC TSInateh a 
Sheriff’s Office, $3,000 SIGN ON BONUS | 
Dover Police team - Floor Nurse, with residents, | 
e 9 e 7:00 - 3:00 x 3 days 
St. Michael’s Episcopal Church up for toy drive Asati des - 
9:00 - 5:00 x 2 days | 
NEWFANE — The Windham - Weekends off. w/ on-call rotati — 
celebrates the Advent season ONES On . 
“it is with regret that due to the x BENeAT 
BRATTLEBORO—This chants.” links on the website under “News COVID-19 epidemic and the un- i Le 


year, St. Michael’s Episcopal 
Church celebrates Advent on- 


All are welcome to join 
through the Zoom link on 


and Events.” 
All are welcome each 


fortunate passing of our contact 
person with the Marine Corps 


Stop in, drop us a line, 


or email us If you want to 
line. You can find links to the 8 the website under “Sunday Wednesday on Zoom, from 5:45 League, we are unable to con- come join our Team here at = 7 
and 10:15 a.m. Sunday morning Morning” or “News & Events.” to 7 p.m., to study the Scripture duct our yearly Toys for Kids The Thompson House - - 
services and to the seasonal spe- Advent story time meets each lessons for the coming Sunday in drive in the Market 32 plaza [in 802-254-4977 
cial activities at stmichaelsvermont. Sunday at 11:30 a.m. All are Advent. No prior biblical knowl- Brattleboro] this year.” DNS@Thompsonhouse.info —y 


org. 
The Adult Forums, held each 
Sunday from 9 to 10 a.m. dur- 
ing Advent, will alternate be- 
tween discussion of the Advent 
Devotional Booklet written by 
parishioners and discussion 
of Advent music with Music 
Director Susan Dedell. 

On Sunday, Dec. 6, Dedell 
dives into the Advent music 
and poetry, asking “What makes 
Advent music so special? Where 
did our Advent hymns and car- 
ols originate? Why are they all 
so good?” 

On Sunday, Dec. 13, folks 
will hear directly from those pa- 
rishioners whose voices are in 
the Advent Devotional Booklet. 

On Dec. 20, Dedell will 
lead a session on “Moving into 
Christmas: Carols, hymns, and 


welcome to join in listening 
to “Look! A Child’s Guide to 
Advent and Christmas,” writ- 
ten by Laura Alary and read 
by Christy Fritz. Folks will also 
sing together and share in brief 
conversation about the readings. 
The Zoom link can be found 
on St. Michael’s website under 
“Sunday Mornings.” 

On Tuesdays, from 5:30 to 6 
p.m., through December, Mary 
Lindquist will offer a time of 
body prayer and meditation. 
Participants will practice join- 
ing gentle movement, breath, 
and body-awareness exercises 
to prayer and scripture in the 
hope of experiencing the good- 
ness of the incarnation in one’s 
own body. 

All ages and bodies are wel- 
come. You will find the Zoom 


Rotary’s Christmas Tree 
Fundraiser starts Dec. 5 


BRATTLEBORO—On 
Saturday, Dec. 5, the 56th an- 
nual Brattleboro Rotary Club 
Christmas Tree Fundraiser will 
officially begin. 

Since 1965, the Brattleboro 
Rotary Club has sold Christmas 
trees as a fundraiser for local stu- 
dent scholarships and this year 
is no different. The group has 
a goal of selling 350 Vermont- 
grown trees of all shapes and 
sizes, which will be available 
daily in front of the Brattleboro 
Bowl on Putney Road through 
Sunday, Dec. 13. 

The trees will be on sale from 
noon to 6 p.m. on weekdays 
and from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on 
weekends. 

The Brattleboro Rotary Club, 
founded in 1950, is an active 
community service club of 60 
members who engage in commu- 
nity and human service projects 
both locally and internationally. 

Its Gateway Foundation, 
a nonprofit, tax-exempt 


THIS SPACE 
FOR RENT 


You, and some 20,000 
other readers, are looking 
at Windham County's 


best advertising value. 

To promote your business 
in the next issue of The 
Commons, call us at (802) 
246-6397 or e-mail ads@ 
commonsnews.org. 






REAL 
ESTATE 








ACCEPTING 
APPLICATIONS! 


Brattleboro Housing 
Partnerships is accepting 
applications for 
3 bedroom apartments. 


To apply please contact 
Brattleboro Housing Partnerships 





organization, was established 
in 1986 to create a local fund to 
support scholarships awarded 
annually to area students pur- 
suing college. The foundation 
is funded by annual Rotary fun- 
draising projects and contribu- 
tions from Rotarians and other 
community members. 

Proceeds from the Christmas 
Tree Sale support the club’s 
annual student scholarship 
awards of $2,000 to $3,000 
each. The club has awarded close 
to $500,000. 

For more information, visit 
brattlebororotaryclub.org. 


LATCHIS 
ae 


latchis.com 802.246.1 500 


THE GROODS: 

A NEW AGE 

6:45 PM FRIDAY - TUESDAY 
2:45 P.M. SATURDAY & SUNDAY 


HALF BROTHERS 
7 PM FRIDAY - TUESDAY 
3 PM SATURDAY & SUNDAY 


edge or registration is required. 
All are welcome for occasional 
or ongoing participation. Links 
are on the website under “News 
& Events.” 

On Thursday evenings at 5:30 
p.m., St. Michael’s offers a con- 
templative service via Zoom. You 
will find the links to the service 
on the website under “Prayer.” 

On Sunday, Dec. 13 at 4 p.m., 
St. Michael’s presents the annual 
service of Advent Lessons and 
Carols led by Susan Dedell and 
Rector Mary Lindquist. Links 
will be posted to the church 
website. 

All are welcome to participate 
in any of the services and activi- 
ties, for most of which telephone 
links are also available. For more 
information, call the church of- 
fice at 802-254-6048, ext 104, or 
check the church website. 


But the Sheriff's Office, in 
conjunction with the Dover 
Police Department, will accept 
donations in COVID-friendly 
boxes in their respective lobbies. 

“We are encouraging anyone 
with the means to do so to please 
drop off their donation at either 
agency by Dec. 18,” the agencies 
said in a news release. 

The Sheriff’s Office will de- 
liver donations to the Marine 
Corps League for disbursement. 

Personnel from both agencies 
hope that they can “help share a 
little bit of joy during this time of 
hardship for so many.” 

“We thank those of you who 
can for helping support your 
community, some of whom are 
struggling more this year than 
others,” they wrote. 


Your local sources for 
home improvement 































PLUMBING & HEATING 


SERVING THE BRATTLEBORO AREA 
WITH RELIABLE PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
RESIDENTIAL * COMMERCIAL 
- BATHROOM & KITCHEN REMODELING 

- COMPLETE HEATING SYSTEMS 

- WATER PUMPS & SYSTEMS 


802-254-4963 


1090 WESTERN AVENUE 
WEST BRATTLEBORO 


Embrace the warmth of family and create 
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Send gifts they'll love, make meals they'll 
remember... with Omaha Steaks, Christmas _ 


this year will be worth the wait. 


AMERICA'S ORIGINAL BUTCHER 


OMAHA STEAKS 
WT 


TRY THE EXCLUSIVE OMAHA STEAKS 
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FREE ESTIMATES 
Seal Coating and Crack Filling 
Utility & Road Construction 
ETT Yee] Boyle) a4 
Joel Porter Jr. * dmipavinginc@comcast.net 

103 Frost Place, P.O. Box 1053 

Brattleboro, VT 05302 


Septic Tank Pumping 
e3 Portable Toilet Rentals 
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THE BUTCHER’S DELUXE PACKAGE 
4 (5 oz.) Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins 


4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops 


4 Boneless Chicken Breasts (1 Ib. pkg.) 


FREE PORK CHOPS & 





www.thompsonhouse.info 
EOE 
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VocRenat 


A PROUD PARTNER OF ¢ 


VR COUNSELOR Associate, I or II 


We are looking for an experienced human service professional 
for our Brattleboro VocRehab office with an ability to support 
consumers with physical, psychological or cognitive disabilities 
in their efforts to gain employment and further career training. 


Job duties include assessment, guidance and counseling, case 
management, documentation, and collaboration with many 
community providers. Good computer skills are required. 
The position is being recruited at multiple levels. 
If you would like to be considered for more than one level, 
you must apply to the specific Job Requisition. 
A detailed job description is available online at 
www.humanresources.vermont.gov. 


Application Deadline: 12/13/20. Status: Full-time. 
For more information contact Nancy Dwyer, Regional Manager 
via email at nancy.dwyer@vermont.gov or call (802) 798-9454. 
Look forward to hearing from you.. 


Be Sure To Check Our Full Program Schedule @ brattleborotv.org 


LOCAL 
PROGRAM 
HIGHLIGHTS 


CHANNEL 10/1085 


Nov. 30-Dec. 6 
CHANNEL 8/1075 


Brattleboro Selectboard Mtg. 
12/1/20: Tue. 6:15p (LIVE), Thu. 
12:00p, Sat. 11:30a, Sun. 8:30p 


2020 Downtown Brattleboro 
Tree ee. Mon. ee Tue. 
6:25a, Wed. 2:00p, Thu. 6:45p, 
Fri. 7:00a & 5:00p, Sat. 12:00p 


Everyone Eats — Grateful for 
Brattleboro: Tue. pags Wed. 
9:00a, Thu. 2:00p, Fri. 5:00a, Sat. 
4:00p, Sun. 6:00 


Brattleboro Selectboard 
Special Mtg. 11/24/20: Mon. 
6:00p, Tue. 10:00a, Thu. 6:30a 


Here We Are with guest Ann 

Braden — Children’s Author: 

Mon. 8:00p, Tue. 11:00a, Wed. 
1:00p, Thu. 6:15p, Sat. 7:30a, 

Sun. 3:00p 


Sa. Chapel of the West Selectboard Mtg. 
River Valley - Weekly Service: 12/2/20: Sat. 9:05p, Sun. 8:30a 
Rene Fri. 7:00a, Sun. & 6:00p 

00a 


Guilford Selectboard aig: 
11/23/20: Tue. 12:25p, Sat. 
8:00p, Sun. 5:00a 


Putne 


Brattleboro Literary Festival 
— Alone Together: Mon. 9:50a, 
Tue. 4:00p, Thu. 8:00p, Sat. 
9:00a, Sun. 12:00 


PR Benefits — Episode 28 — Vernon Selectboard mtg. 
Missy Hurley: Mon. Sie Tue. 12/1/20: Thu. 7:00p, Fri. 6:00a, 
6:00a, Wed. 12:05p, Fri. 10:30a, Sat. 3:00p 

Sat. 5:30p, Sun. 3:30p 


Dummerston Selectboard Mtg. 
12/2/20: Fri. 5:30p, Sat. 6:00a, 
Sun. 3:00p 


Guilford Community Church Townshend Selectboard Mtg. 

- Weekly Service: Wed. 6:30a, 11/24/20: Tue. 8:30a, Wed. 

Sun. 8:00a aac Fri. 5:10p, Sat. 5:40a & 
-4UD 


Jamaica Selectboard Mtg. 
11/23/20: Tue. 1:30p, Thu. 8:55a, 
Sun. 6:05a 


First Congregational Church 
— Weekly Service: Tue. 10:00a, 
Thu. 3:00p, Sun. 6:00a 


Brattleboro Literary Festival 
- The Consequences ofa . 
Decision with Amir Ahmadi 
Arian and Megha Majumdar: 
Mon. 9:00a, Tue. 3:00p, Thu. 
8:45p, Sat. 8:00a, Sun. 12:45p 


Brattleboro Gallery Walk — 
EL aaa Walk 12/4/20: 


Fri. 8:00p 


Brattleboro Literary Festival 

— Emily’s World with Martha 

Ackerman and Marta McDowell: 

Mon. 10:35a, Tue. 4:45p, Wed. 

oa ep: Fri. 9:30p, Sat. 9:45a, Sun. 
00a 


Energy Week with oeotde 
Harvey & Tom Finnell: Mon. 


9:00a, Tue. 5:00p, Wed. 12:00p, 
Thu. 10:30a, Sun. 11:00a 


River Valleys Unified School 
District Bd Mtg. 11/16/20: Mon. 
10:00a, Wed. 6:00p, Thu. 4:00p 


Newfane Selectboard Mtg. 
11/16/20: Mon. 3:00p, Wed. 
8:00p, Fri. 8:30a 


BCTV Open Studio — Project 
Feed the Thousands 2020: Tue. 
6:30p, Wed. 6:00a, Thu. 12:30p, 
Fri. 7:30a, Sat. 5:00p, Sun. 8:30p 


St. Michael’s Catholic Church 
Mass: Sun. 2:00p & 7:00p, Tue. 
7:00a & 2:00p 


Windham Southeast School 
District Bd neg: 12/2/20: Fri. 
8:00p, Sat. 8:30a, Sun. 12:00p 


West River Education District 
Bd Mtg. 11/16/20: Mon. 12:00p, 
Wed. 6:30a, Thu. 9:30 


The David Pakman Show: Mon. 
8:00a, Tue. 9:00a, Wed. 5:00p, 
Fri. 10:30a, Sun. 5:00p 


Bash Productions — Bellows 
Falls Trail Ride — Fall 2020: Tue. 
6:05p, Wed. 11:30a, Thu. Oa 
Fri. 6:25p, Sat. 6:00a, Sun. 9:00p 
The World Fusion Show — EP 
89 — Evan Ziporyn: Mon. 8:30p, 


Tue. 6:00a, Wed. 3:00p, Thu. 
eae aa 9:30p, Sat. 12:30p, 


Brattleboro Development 

Review Board Mtg. 11/18/20: 

ae 8:25p, Wed. 1:00p, Sun. 
10a 


Brattleboro Literary Festival Vermont State Board of 


CHICKEN BREASTS 


Get even more for the 


— The World is Music with 

Jennifer Rosner and Erin 

Almond: Mon. 1:00p, Tue. 9:00p, 

Wed. 10:45a, Sat. 1:00p, Sun. 
00a 


8 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers 

8 (3 0z.) Gourmet Jumbo Franks 

8 (3.8 oz.) Individual Scalloped Potatoes 
8 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets 

Steak Seasoning (1 02.) 

$398-87* separately 

INTRODUCTORY PRICE *129.99 


802-254-6071 
Or apply online at 
bhp @brattleborohousing.org 


Education meeund — November 
18, 2020: Mon. 9:45p, Wed. 


BUTCHER’S CUT TOP SIRLOIN 20 
9:15p, Fri. 11:30a 


Y Taller, thicker steaks, expertly hand-cut. holidays when you buy 


Y Double-trimmed for 100% flawless bites. this package today! 


Y Aged 21 days for the most tenderness. 
Note: Schedule subject to change. 


View full schedule and watch online at 
brattleboroTV.org 


BCTV’s Program Highlights are sponsored by The Commons. BCTV’s 
municipal meeting coverage helps Commons reporters stay in touch. 
Read about it in the Town & Village section at www.commonsnews.org. 


Equal Opportunity Housing 
A reasonable accommodation 
procedure is available for people 
with disabilities who wish to 
request modification in our 
programs, policies or procedures. 
TDD/TDY 802-254-6071 
Vermont Relay Service 
{800-253-0191} 


The best steaks of your life or your money back. 


Shop Now! OmahaSteaks.com/dinner778 or call 1.855.768.0564 


and ask for free pork chops and chicken breasts with offer 66762TFC 


*Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. Limit 2. 4 free (4 oz.) pork chops and 4 free chicken breasts 

(1 lb. pkg.) will be sent to each shipping address that includes (66762). Free product(s) may be substituted. Standard S&H added per address. Offer available 

while supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Cannot be combined with other offers. Other restrictions may apply. All purchases 
acknowledge acceptance of Terms of Use. Visit onahasteaks.com/termsof-useOSI or call 1-800-228-9872 for a copy. Expires 1/31/21. 








Brattleboro Community Television — 257-0888 
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Free Writing Workshop with David Mills: 
Using an excerpt from Dr. King's Letter from 
a Birmingham Jail, this workshop will look 
at how a historical document can lead par- 
ticipants to transform history into personal 
narratives and epistolary poems. Offered 
through Vermont Humanities. 

> 7p.m. Limited to 15 people with 
broadband internet connection. Instruc- 
tions emailed to you after you have been 
confirmed for the workshop. Register: 
https:// vthumanities.wufoo.com/forms/ 
sign-up-for-david-mills-writing-work- 
shoputm_source=Vermontt+Humanitiest 
Winter+19-20&utm_campaign=fd53cb9ecf 
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_FW_2019_09_04_ 01_57_ 
COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_ 
term=0_2e5f0f01b6-fd53cb9ecf-61997591. 
> Free, 

> Zoom. 


Medicare Open Enrollment: A Senior Solu- 
tions local Medicare counselor can: Help 
you compare your current Medicare health 
or drug plan with other Medicare plan 
choices; Help you sign up for a new plan; 
Help you avoid high-pressure sales tactics. 
> Through Monday, December 7. 

> Phone Call. Information: 802-885-2669. 


Department of Public Service announces: 
Draft COVID Response Telecommunica- 
tions Recovery Plan: Public comment 
requested. The Recovery Plan's purpose is 
to "reassess the State's critical connectivity 
needs in light of the COVID-19 public health 
emergency and to reevaluate broadband 
deployment objectives going forward." 
Includes VT's telecommunications networks 
and recommendations for improving 

and expanding telecommunications 
services - small scale wireless projects, line 
extensions, increase in subsidy use for low- 
income residents to increase broadband 
adoption. 

> 12/3:1p.m. (also 12/8: 6 p.m.). The plan 
is posted at https://publicservice.vermont. 
gov/content/covid-response-telecommu- 
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nications-recovery-plan. Submit electronic 
comments by 12/10. The final plan will be 
released 12/20 online. 

> Online. 


Artist Development Grants - Call for 
Applications: Supporting artists at all 
stages of their careers to fund activities that 
enhance mastery of an artist's craft or skills/ 
activities that increase the viability of an 
artist's business. Grants also support teach- 
ing artists in developing skills necessary to 
provide instruction in K-12 schools remotely 
during COVID-19 or support aspects of 
creating new work when the activity allows 
you to accept a rare important opportunity. 
Grant amounts range from $250-$1,000. 

> DL this round: 1/11/21. Applications 
evaluated in 3 areas: impact, planning, and 
budget. Priority given to first time grantees 
and proposals for rare or unique opportuni- 
ties. The Artist Development program has 
supported 277 VT artists since 2009. For 
examples of previously funded projects, see 
list of recent grantees. 

> Through Monday, January 11, 2021. 

> Vermont Arts Council. Informa- 

tion: Full details and online applica- 

tion: vermontartscouncil.org/ 
artistdevelopment. 


MARLBORO Marlboro Community Food 
Share: Fill a grocery bag with A 
ables and fresh local produce. Available 

for anyone who could use an extra bag of 
groceries or knows someone who does. To 
donate: Leave non-perishable food in the 
donation box at the Marlboro Post Office 
(collected weekly). 

P 4:30-5:30 p.m. every Thursday, Food is 
set up in Marlboro Community Center's en- 
try-way. Enter one person at a time. Bring 
grocery bag or use ours. Masks required. 
Gardeners and farmers welcome to donate 
produce. Wear masks, wash hands when 
harvesting/handling food. No registration 
or eligibility required. Fresh produce can be 
dropped off at the Community Center on 
Thur. from 1-4 p.m. Leftover produce taken 
to FoodWorks the following morning. Leave 
non-perishable food in the donation box at 
the Marlboro Post Office. It will be collected 
ona weekly-basis. 

> Marlboro Community Center, 524 
South Rd. Information: Deliveries made 
through Marlboro Cares for those needing 
assistance. For delivery, call in advance: 
802-258-3030. 
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"Hoedowns, Reels, and Frolics - Roots 
of Southern Appalachian Dance" (via 
Zoom): Virtual lecture by Phil Jamison - 
scholar of traditional music and dance. 


Employee 
Counseling and 
Resource Services 


Your employees are going through a lot... 
offer them a resource. 


Free, confidential, customized support to help 
employees with any kind of challenge (work, life, 
family, Covid, and more). 


Counseling and resource support by our team. 
Flexible and easy appointments. Plans available for 
employers of any size (5 to 500). An employee benefit 
you can afford with a high return on investment. 


Contact us to learn more. 
802-254-5875 OR help@adaptivahr.com 
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THURSDAY on. 


Presented by Next Stage Arts Project and 
the Putney Historical Society. 

> 7:30 p.m. Proceeds from this event 
benefit the Putney Historical Society. 

> $10 for Zoom presentation or $22 for the 
presentation plus a 2021 Putney Historical 
Society calendar. 

> Zoom. Information: Info/register: 
nextstagearts.org. 


GUILFORD Guilford Cares Food Pantry: 
Guilford Cares Food Pantry continues to 
operate during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
They are well stocked with the staples you 
need for your family and are following viral 
guidelines to limit risk. Anyone in need of 
supplemental food for themselves or their 
families is welcome. 

> 5-6p.m.on Thursdays. Remain in your 
car. A volunteer will give you a "shopping 
list" (fresh produce, staples, meat, dairy) 
for you to mark items you would like (bring 
a pen). Another volunteer will fill a bag 
(bring one) and bring it to porch where you 
will pick it up. Questions, concerns, donate 
groceries/monetary gifts, call Pat Haine: 
802-257-0626. If you cannot come due to 
illness/high risk, call Pat to arrange for food 
delivery by a volunteer. 

> Broad Brook Community Center, 

3940 Guilford Center Rd. Information: 
More questions/info: 802-579-1350, 
guilfordcaresvt@gmail.com. 
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Strolling of the Heifers Announces Fund- 
raising Auction (Online): Bid on awesome 
pits, or treat yourself. Our generous donors 
ave provided art, craft, food, tickets and 
so much more! This auction has heaps of 
great VT-made products from wellness 
to cheese. Since 2002, SOTH has been 
connecting people with healthy local food, 
encouraging and facilitating innovation 
and entrepreneurship in the farm/food 
sector, and supporting the development of 
stronger local food systems. 
> 11/25: 10a.m. - 12/6: 11 p.m. Our an- 
nual parade and festival brings thousands 
of people to Brattleboro to celebrate 
farms, farmers, delicious local food. Sadly, 
COVID-19 has put this event, our main 
fundraiser, on hold for now. We're still 
at work on our year-round mission and 
focusing on rebuilding/redirecting our 
programs to align with "the new normal." 
This fundraiser will help sustain us while we 
evaluate ways to continue. 
> Through Sunday, December 6. 
> Online. Information: 32auctions.com/ 
strollingoftheheifers. 


"Figuration Never Died: New York 
Painterly Painting, 1950-1970 "(via 
Zoom and Facebook Live): Discussion 
with curator Karen Wilkin featuring work 

by 10 artists who absorbed the lessons of 
abstract Expressionism but never aban- 
doned figurative painting: Robert De Niro, 
Sr. (1922-2003), Lois Dodd (b. 1927), Jane 
Freilicher (1924-2014), Paul Georges (1923- 
2002), Grace Hartigan (1922-2008, Wolf 
Kahn (1927-2020), Alex Katz (b. 1927), Albert 
Kresch (b. 1922), Paul Resika (b. 1928), and 
Anne Tabachnick (1927-1995). 

> 7 p.m. Wilkin is a NY-based curator 
and art critic and the Atelier Head of Art 
History at the NY Studio School of Drawing, 
Painting & Sculpture (teaching in the MFA 
program). Offered by The Brattleboro 
Museum and Art Center. 

> Free. 

> Zoom. Information: us02web.zoom. 
us/j/84065516000#success. 


"Divine Love" (2019) (Epsilon Spires 
Virtual Cinema): Commodified faith 
dominates this near-future vision of Brazil. 
Sci-fi aesthetics, incisive satire, sanctimo- 
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WE ARE OPEN AND HERE TO HELP 


Please follow all guidance from the State of Vermont 
Stay safe and shop local this season! 









nious eroticism, Divino Amor takes on the 
influence of oe Christianity on 
the state and the far-right movement that 
elected populist Jair Bolsonaro. Premiere 
at the Sundance Film Festival, this is a 
commentary on the conservative, fanatical, 
nationalist agenda spreading worldwide 
and how those who don't espouse it, 
engage with it. 

> Directed by Gabriel Mascaro. Sure to 
surprise and provoke. Recommended for 
adult-viewing only. Trailer: www.youtube. 
com/watch?v=CFF2D69YZ4q. 

> Through Sunday, December 20. 

Pm $9.99, 

> Online. Information: row8.com/ 
movie-details/97382258_esb. 
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SOLOs "Dreamscapes" Episode #2 - 
Monologues and Poetry (Video Premier): 
Presented by The Rock River Players 

and Cracked Glass Productions on the 
Hooker Dunham Stage. Michael Kennedy, 
"Shakespeare on Sleep"; Ron Bos-Lun, 
"Charles Henry's Final Curtain"; Jon Mack, 
TS. Eliot's "The Love Song of J. Alfred 
Prufrock"; Adrienne Major, Prospero from 
Shakespeare's "The Tempest" Plus, join us 
for the online "After-Party" with the cast, 
directors, videographer. 

> 7p.m. This isa set of four solo 
performances filmed on the Hooker- 
Dunham stage of classic and contemporary 
monologues that center around sleep and 
dreaming. 

> Free, 

> Online. Information: Links: 
mailto:info@hookerdunham.org or 
hookerdunham.org/contact. 


BRATTLEBORO Holiday Pop-Up Shop: 
Featuring items by local crafters, artists, 
foragers, and bakers. Also a Christmas tree 
sale, snacks, gift wrapping. 

> 12/4: 12noon -7 p.m. Entry through the 
side door, signage to direct you there, 10 
person capacity (socially distant). Parking 
off-site; tree pick-up in back lot. (Also see 
12/5 and 12/6). 

» Through Sunday, December 6. 

P Epsilon Spires (First Baptist Church), 
190 Main St. Information: obouchard@ 
deltavermont.com, obouchard@ 
deltavermont.com, or Facebook. 


BRATTLEBORO ""The Looking Glass 
Season": Featuring five artists who live in 
the Brattleboro area: Tina Olsen, Markie 
Sallick, Walter Hagedorn, John Loggia, and 
Schuyler Gould. 

> This show is designed so that it can 

be seen through 118 Elliot's street level 
windows until 9 p.m. every day. (Exhibit 
may continue through 1/2021). 

> One Eighteen Elliot, 118 Elliot St. Infor- 
mation: 118elliot.com, 118elliot.com. 


SATURDAY 
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BRATTLEBORO Brattleboro Winter 
Farmers! Market: This is one of the few 
indoor VT farmers markets open for in- 
person shopping this season (Shop-n-Go 
mode - limiting number of customers at 
one time). There's a new curbside pick-up 
option for those preferring completely 
touchless. Order and pay online for pick up 
on Saturday. 

> 10a.m.-2p.m. on Saturdays. Snap 
food benefits, Cash Crop, and the market's 
own food boost bucks are welcome. Spon- 
sored by Post Oil Solutions. 

> Through Saturday, March 27, 2021. 

> Brattleboro Winter Farmers Market, 153 
Main St. Information: Sherry: 802-869-2141, 
farmersmarket@postoilsolutions.org, 
pre-order/info: brattleborowinterfarmers- 
market.org. 


GRAFTON Yes, There Will Be Christmas 
In Grafton: Covid has caused many changes 
in our lives but the women and men of the 
Grafton Fire and Rescue Auxiliary continue 
to be constant in their support of local First 
Responders according to Auxiliary President 
Amber Stevens. She further states: "You can 
help in this effort and bring some normalcy 
to your home as we enter the holiday 





SATURDAY cont. 


> 9a.m.-3 p.m. 12/5 and 12/6: The Aux- 
iliary is selling fresh cut VT trees near the 
Phelps Barn at the Grafton Inn. Any remain- 
ing trees will be available at the Grafton 
Village Garage. Trees range from 5 to 10 feet 
high; local delivery can be arranged. Even 
though the Christmas in Grafton event will 
be scaled back this year, it 's rumored that 
Santa may pass through to check out deco- 
rations around the Village on his way to the 
North Pole, Details are limited at this time 
but Grafton Firefighters have been asked to 
be ready with a fire engine to escort Santa 
around the Village. As more info becomes 
available, it'll be posted on the Gratton Fire 
and Rescue page on Facebook. 

> Through Sunday, December 6. 

> Grafton Inn, 92 Main St. Information: 
Dave Ross: 802-843-1112. 


BRATTLEBORO Holiday Pop-Up Shop: 
Featuring items by local crafters, artists, 
foragers, and bakers. Also a Christmas tree 
sale, snacks, gift wrapping. 
> 1la.m.-4p.m. /10 - 11 a.m. reserved 
for high risk patrons). Entry through the 
side door, signage to direct you there, 10 
person capacity (socially distant). Parking 
off-site; tree pick-up in back lot. (Also see 
12/6). 

> Epsilon Spires (First Baptist Church), 
190 Main St. Information: obouchard@ 
deltavermont.com, obouchard@ 
deltavermont.com or Facebook. 


350VT Annual Convergence (Online): 
Learn about 350VT's ongoing work: Mother 
Up! local nodes, trainings, workshops, fossil 
fuel resistance, family a climate jus- 
tice solutions, more! This is an opportunity 
to come together after the election - to 
celebrate, grieve, collaborate, nurture our 
movement for collective liberation/ a livable 
planet. We're honored to have Indigenous 
activist Sherri Mitchell Weh'na Ha'mu Kwas- 
set as our keynote speaker who will help 
inspire our vision for 2021 and beyond. 

> 2-6p.m. 

» Sliding scale from $0. 

> Online. Information: Register: 
www/350vermont.org. 


W. BRATTLEBORO All Souls Church 
Holiday Bazaar: Think of the European 
Christmas Markets held outdoors. You will 
find our handmade and decorated artisan 
wreaths displayed around our bazaar area 
in the parking lot. There will be an Edible 
Delights Table featuring traditional holiday 
baked goods as well as other edibles such 
as jams, jellies, baking mixes. 

> 10a.m.-4 p.m. Covid guidelines must 
be followed - dress warmly and wear a 
mask. 

> West Village Meeting House, 29 South 
St. Information: 802-254-9377; ascvt.org. 
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Windham County Genealogy Interest 
Group (via 7oori Topics today include 
Publishing Your Family Genealogy online 
and researching ancestors using Find A 
Grave. New tools make building a geneal- 
ogy website easy and give you control over 
what it includes. The Next Generation (TNG) 
is one such tool and Bill Clark gives an 

intro to using the features in this software. 
Cemeteries often provide helpful info about 
ancestors. Wayne Blanchard will lead a tour 
of the Find a Grave website and show us 
ways to search it. 

> 10a.m. -12noon. Future meetings will 
be bi-monthly, alternating between Brooks 
Memorial and Rockingham Libraries. More 
information: windhamcountygig@gmail. 
com. 

> Free. 

> Zoom. Information: Limited to the 

first 30 people who register: bit.ly/ 
windhamgen4. 


SUNDAY 


GRAFTON Yes, There Will Be Christmas 
In Grafton: (See 12/5) 

> 9a.m.-3 p.m. 12/5 and 12/6: The Aux- 
iliary is selling fresh cut VT trees near the 
Phelps Barn at the Grafton Inn. Any remain- 
nd trees will be available at the Grafton 
Village Garage. Trees range from 5 to 10 feet 
high; local delivery can be arranged. 

> Through Sunday, December 6. 

> Grafton Inn, 92 Main St. Information: 
Dave Ross: 802-843-1112. 
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BRATTLEBORO Holiday Pop-Up Shop: 
Items by local crafters, artists, foragers, and 
bakers. Also a Christmas tree sale, snacks, 
gift wrapping. 

> 10a.m.-4 p.m. Entry through the side 
door, signage to direct you there, 10 person 
capacity (socially distant). Parking off-site; 
tree pick-up in back lot. 

> Epsilon Spires (First Baptist Church), 
190 Main St. Information: obouchard@ 
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Vermont Nuclear Decommissioning Citi- 
zens Advisory Panel (Webcast and Tele- 
conference): Recent NorthStar Vermont 
Yankee decommissioning activities to be 
discussed; election of officers will be held. 
> 6-8:45 p.m. Presentation materials for 
this meeting will be added as they become 
available (under the section heading of 
"Meeting of December 7, 2020") to the 

VT NDCAP website: http://publicservice. 
vermont.gov/electric/ndcap. https://pub- 
licservice.vermont.gov/content/final-agen- 
da-12-7-2020. For questions about access 
to this meeting contact Tony Leshinskie at 
anthony. leshinskie@vermont.gov or call 
802-272-1714. Dial-in may be used for the 
audio connection (suggested for those with 
poor internet connectivity): 802-828-7228 or 
802-552-8456. Conference Room Number: 
453 160 423 (followed by the "#" sign). 

> Webinar. Information: Members of 

the public may join the webcast by using 
this link: VT NDCAP MS-Teams Meeting 
2020-12-07. 


BRATTLEBORO Everyone Eats! Pick up 
Ready-Made Meals: This food relief pilot 
program leverages federal relief funds to 
engage local restaurants in making to-go 
meals for anyone in Brattleboro, Guilford, 
Vernon, Dummerston, Putney whose food 
security is challenged by the COVID-19 crisis 
due to un/under-employment, homeless- 
ness, other financial challenges. Eight 
Brattleboro restaurants: A Vermont Table, 
Dosa Kitchen, Duo, Hazel, Indian Masala, 
MamaSezz, Porch Too, The Works, and Yalla 
are providing 150 meals per day. 

> 4-6 p.m. Mon.-Thur. Please do not 
arrive early. Individuals/households can 
pick up meals in the parking lot. First-come, 
first-served. You will receive one individually 
packaged cold ready-to-eat or heat & serve 
dinner for each person you request a meal 
for while supplies last. Organizations can 
pick up pre-ordered meals at Mama Sezz in 
West Brattleboro. 

> Through Friday, December 11. 

> Free. (Base cost of each meal is $10 but 
any donation will be appreciated). 

> C.F Church Building, 80 Flat St. Infor- 
mation: brattleboro.com/everyoneeats, 
frances@brattleboro.com (questions). 


TUESDAY 


Department of Public Service announces: 
Draft COVID Response Telecommunica- 
tions Recovery Plan: (See 12/3) 

> 12/8:6 p.m. Plan is posted at https:// 
publicservice.vermont. gov/content/covid- 
response-telecommunications-recovery- 
plan. Submit electronic comments by 12/10. 
Final plan will be released 12/20 online. 

> Online. 





WEDNESDAY 


Advance Care Planning/Advance Direc- 
tive Question and Answer Information 
(via Zoom): Advance Care Planning in- 
cludes discussing choices about end-of-life 
care with your medical provider, family and 
others and includes choosing and educat- 
ing your Health Care Agent and making 
intormed decisions to complete an Advance 
Directive. Anyone over the age of 18 benefits 
from having a completed Advance Directive. 
Completing an Advance Directive is a gift to 
those who you love. 

> 10-11a.m. Hosted by Brattleboro Area 
Hospice's Taking Steps Brattleboro (www. 
brattleborohospice.org). 

> Free, 

> Zoom. Contact Don Freeman and leave 
your contact info to receive the Zoom invita- 
tion: 802-257-0775 x 101, don.freeman@ 
brattleborohospice.org. 
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season by visiting Grafton Village and 
purchasing a Christmas tree at the annual 
Christmas in Grafton Festival." 


deltavermont.com, obouchard@ 
deltavermont.com, or Facebook. 





Benjamin Moore: 


LOTS OF CHARM - Sweet country farmhouse 


with river frontage in the village of Jacksonville. 

This nicely cared for & updated cottage sits acrossa * 
bridge on a manicured stone walled section of the § 

North River. Close to groceries, deli, cheese shop, 

gifts, wine tastings, & more, and easily accessible ~~. <—- 
to nearby Lake Whitingham & Mount Snow. Inside = 5% 
you are treated to a large great room w/cozy stove, : 
open concept kitchen & dining space, a large family room, 4 bedrooms, 2 baths & 
of outdoor space for fun including double decks, storage shed & mature trees. 


$195,000 (MLS # 4795042) 
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SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 
ASSESSMENT TODAY! 


ACCESSIBLE - Ideally located for four season recreation, 
this five-bedroom, two-bath home has so much to offer any 
_ buyer. Hardwood floors complement the 1870 vintage. 
% Minutes to picturesque villages of Newfane and Williamsville 
and a quick drive to Brattleboro and Mount Snow make this a | 
a great ski-house or perfect as a primary residence. The 
updated kitchen is lovely, just ready to create meals for family 
and friends, who are sitting around the cozy woodstove, 
waiting for dinner. Make an appointment to see this for 


yourself! You'll love it! $315,000 (MLS # 4838671) 
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Special Financing Available 


802-254-6400 ¢ www.berkleyveller.com subject to Credit Approval 


Berkley & Veller 
Greenwood Country 
Realtors 


Like us on Facebook 7 





